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WORTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December ,  1955. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wortley  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon 
the  Health  Services  of  the  Wortley  Rural  District  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1955. 

As  in  recent  previous  years  this  report  follows  along  the 
usual  lines  of  tables  of  statistics,  with  comment  on  any  item 
which  is  of  more  than  passing  interest.  The  Minister  has  not 
singled  out  any  subject  for  special  consideration  and  report 
this  year  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  particular  emphasis  on  any 
one  subject.  As  is  my  custom  I  am  including  in  the  report 
some  statistics  and  comment  concerning  the  Health  Services 
provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  indicating  to  some 
extent  the  measure  of  medical  welfare  services  provided  and 
how  they  are  used. 

It  is  usual  in  this  preamble  of  the  report  to  comment 
briefly  on  Vital  Statistics,  and  on  studying  those  for  the  district 
for  1955  one  sees  that  the  crude  Birth  Rate  for  the  district  is 
13*1  per  1.000  of  the  population.  This  figure  compares  un¬ 
favourably  with  that  for  the  rest  of  the  Country.  The  very 
slight  arrest  of  the  falling  trend  of  Birth  Rate  noticed  in  1954 
has  been  only  temporary  and  the  rate  is  again  on  the  decline. 
After  application  of  the  comparability  factor  to  this  crude 
Birth  Rate,  the  final  corrected  rate  is  12*9.  A  happier  feature 
of  the  statistics  is  that  the  Death  Rate  for  the  year  has  fallen 
slightly  compared  with  the  figure  for  1954.  It  is  not  so 
favourable  as  we  have  experienced  it  within  the  last  five  years, 
when  we  had  a  figure  as  low  as  8*7,  but  a  crude  Death  Rate 
of  10-7  per  1,000  of  the  population  compares  favourably  with 
that  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  West  Riding  Adminis¬ 
trative  County.  The  final  corrected  Death  Rate,  after 
application  of  the  comparability  facto'r,  is  12*7. 
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On  glancing  through  the  list  of  principal  causes  of  death 
one  notices  that  over  41%  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  was 
due  to  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  which  includes,  of 
course,  coronary  disease.  Of  the  202  deaths  in  this  group, 
approximately  one  in  three  were  due  to  coronary  disease. 

The  next  largest  group  cause  of  death  is  in  the 
malignant  diseases  where  we  have  a  total  of  76  deaths,  approxi¬ 
mately  16%  of  the  total  number.  This  figure  fluctuates  very 
little  from  year  to  year  and  the  average  over  a  number  of  years 
remains  reasonably  constant. 

I  must  comment  again  on  the  number  of  accidents  which 
occurred  during  the  year.  On  analysing  the  accidental  deaths 
one  finds  that  four  could  be  considered  deaths  from  accidents 
in  the  home,  all  elderly  people,  the  youngest  being  77.  Three 
of  them  died  as  a  result  of  falls  and  one  as  a  result  of  burns. 
Three  other  deaths  were  attributed  to  falls,  one  on  the  slippery 
roadway  during  the  Winter  weather  and  another  two  in  one 
of  the  larger  Hospitals  within  the  district.  There  were  two 
cases  of  accidental  drowning  involving  a  boy  of  7  and  a  man 
of  76,  and  two  deaths  due  to  Asphyxia  from  regurgitation  of 
the  stomach  contents,  an  infant  of  12  months  and  an  adult  of 
54.  One  accident  occurred  at  the  victim’s  place  of  employ¬ 
ment. 


The  latest  national  statistics  tell  us  that  for  every  15 
killed  on  the  roads,  18  to  19  are  killed  in  the  home.  Home 
accidents  affect,  in  the  main,  the  age  groups  at  the  extremes  of 
the  scale,  12%  in  young  children,  72%  in  elderly  people  65 
years  and  over.  Statistics  also  indicate  that  63%  of  the  deaths 
from  home  accidents  are  due  to  falls,  and  of  those  more  than  one 
in  every  four  is  due  to  falling  downstairs.  It  is  all  the  more  sad 
when  one  considers  that  a  very  high  proportion  of  these 
accidents  should  never  happen.  Because  of  this  I  feel  that  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  this  is  a  field  of  preventive  medicine 
in  which  one  should  do  more.  I  have  mobilised  all  my  field 
workers  in  an  effort  to  preach  the  common  dangers  in  the  home 
during  home  visiting  but  I  am  sure  there  will  have  to  be  more 
active  propaganda  in  this  field  if  the  fatality  rate  from  home 
accidents,  and  indeed  the  injury  rate  from  home  accidents,  is 
to  be  reduced. 

Last  year  I  was  pleased  to  report  that  a  Home  Safety 
Committee  had  been  established  in  Grenoside,  and  I  have  high 
hopes  that  this  Committee  would  expand  and  play  some  part 
in  disseminating  propaganda  in  the  interests  of  home  safety 
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throughout  the  district.  During  the  year  these  ladies  tried  to 
keep  enthusiasm  for  this  Committee  going;  they  need  lots  of 
encouragement  and  I  hope  they  will  get  it. 

The  Still-birth  rate  for  the  district  is  somewhat  higher 
than  that  for  last  year  and  at  32-4  per  1 ,000  live  and  still-births, 
is  considerably  larger  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  and 
for  the  Administrative  County  of  the  West  Riding.  If  one  still 
wishes  to  compare  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the 
figure  is  0-44.  I  hesitate  to  make  much  comment  concerning 
this  still-birth  rate  which  is  rather  higher  than  it  should  be. 
When  one  considers  that  there  is  available  to  the  expectant 
mother  all  the  necessary  services  for  advice  and  other  help  in 
connection  with  her  forthcoming  confinement,  not  to  speak  of 
the  constant  supervision  she  may  have  during  her  pregnancy, 
one  wonders  why  this  rate  should  be  as  high  as  it  is. 

One  feature  of  the  statistics  for  1955,  which  is  very 
satisfactory  indeed,  is  the  Infantile  Death  Rate  which,  at  13*4 
per  1,000  of  the  related  live  births,  is  the  lowest  rate  that  we 
have  had  in  the  Wortley  Rural  District  since  records  were 
kept.  The  previous  lowest  figure  was  in  1941  when  it  was  20*3. 
The  rate  for  the  Wortley  Rural  District  for  1955  is  half  that 
for  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  and  nearly  half 
that  for  England  and  Wales.  It  has  been  stated  that  the 
Infantile  Death  Rate  is  a  delicate  index  of  the  health  of  the 
district,  and  whether  or  not  that  may  be  correct,  it  is  very 
satisfactory  indeed  to  report  such  a  low  rate  as  this.  There 
were  8  infantile  deaths  during  the  year,  only  2  of  which  might 
be  considered  as  preventable.  Those  2  deaths  were  one  child 
of  nearly  6  months,  who  died  from  Bronchitis,  and  another  of 
about  8  months,  who  died  from  Acute  Gastro-enteritis.  Both 
these  conditions  are  due  to  infection  and  I  am  always  dis¬ 
appointed  when  I  learn  of  a  young  infant  becoming  a  victim 
to  the  commoner  infections.  It  is  so  necessary  for  the  young 
child  to  be  protected.  Care  must  be  taken  to  guard  infants 
from  the  many  sources  of  infection  which  surround  them. 

As  is  customary,  Mr.  Vickers,  has  prepared  that  part 
of  the  report  which  deals  with  Sanitary  Circumstances.  I  can 
report  favourably  on  water  supplies,  where  only  3%  of  the 
total  number  of  13,326  houses  in  the  district  are  not  on  a  public 
supply.  Those  few  houses  which  are  not,  receive  water  from 
private  sources  such  as  wells  and  springs.  A  short  extension 
of  the  main  supply  was  made  during  the  year  to  six  houses  at 
Skew  Hill,  which  hamlet  previously  had  a  supply  from  shallow 
wells.  The  quality  of  the  water  generally  throughout  the 
is  excellent.  The  number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  during 
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the  year  was  approximately  54,  of  which  35  were  unsatis¬ 
factory.  This  must  not  be  interpreted  as  an  unsatisfactory 
situation  at  all.  All  but  4  of  these  unsatisfactory  reports  dealt 
with  a  supply  which  is  known  to  be  contaminated,  and  were 
taken  to  prepare  evidence  in  connection  with  a  proposed 
scheme  for  giving  a  supply  of  water  to  the  hamlet  of  Coldwell. 
The  scheme  for  the  chlorination  of  the  water  supply  at  Hall- 
broom  is  all  but  completed  and  should  be  functioning  by 
midsummer,  1956. 

The  conditions  with  regard  to  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  are  similar  to  those  I  reported  a  year  ago,  which  means 
that  we  are  still  hoping  at  some  time  to  have  sewerage  schemes 
for  Bradfield,  Dungworth  and  Howbrook.  The  situations  at 
Bradfield  and  Dungworth  are  possibilities  but  the  Howbrook 
question  is  very  much  more  difficult  to  solve.  A  scheme  is 
being  prepared  for  the  extension  of  the  Wharncliffe  Side 
Sewage  Disposal  Works,  which  have  been  overloaded  for 
some  time. 

I  think  we  can  be  satisfied  that  in  this  district,  a  large 
extent  of  which  is  rural,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  is 
eminently  satisfactory — after  all  only  9%  of  your  total  number 
of  13,326  houses  are  not  attached  to  a  sewer.  Those  9%  are 
houses  where  there  is  no  sewer  within  reasonable  distance, 
nor  can  one  be  made  reasonably  available. 

I  would  like  to  conclude  this  short  preamble  to  my  report 
by  once  more  thanking  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  during  the  year. 
I  also  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  again  thanking  the  Clerk, 
Mr.  A.  M.  Kelly,  for  his  kindly  advice  and  help  throughout 
the  year.  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  which 
I  received  from  the  remainder  of  the  staff  of  the  Council.  I 
wish  to  put  on  record  my  continued  indebtedness  to  Mr. 
Vickers  and  the  others  in  the  Health  Department  for  their 
loyal  support  and  excellent  work  throughout  the  year.  Finally 
I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sincere  thanks 
to  my  colleague,  Dr.  J.  }.  Smith,  Senior  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer,  for  her  helpful  advice  and  her  general  support 
in  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  for  her  personal  help  to  me. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MAIN  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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DISTRICT  STATISTICS  IN  BRIEF 


The  Wortley  Rural  District  covers  an  area  of  48,697 
acres.  The  district  is  divided  into  four  parishes — Ecclesfield, 
Bradfield,  Wortley  and  Tankersley.  The  approximate  acre¬ 
age  and  the  number  of  houses  in  each  is  as  follows  : — 


Parish 

Acreage 

No.  of  Houses 

Ecclesfield 

6,147 

•  •  • 

9,211 

Bradfield 

35,134 

•  •  • 

3,321 

Tankersley 

2,436 

•  •  • 

607 

Wortley 

4,980 

•  •  • 

187 

Total  ...  48,697 

13,326 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  district  is  £262,132  while  the 
product  of  a  penny  rate  is  £1 ,047/4/4d.  as  at  31st  March,  1955. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar  General  has  given  his  estimation  of  the 
population  at  45,500.  This  is  an  increase  of  240  compared 
with  the  1954  figure.  The  total,  of  course,  includes  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  patients  and  staff  in  the  Middlewood  Mental  Hospital, 
and  staff  at  the  Wharncliffe  Hospital,  which  is  estimated  at 
2,095.  The  nett  population  of  the  district  would  thus  be  43,405. 

Births 


There  were  598  live  births  registered  in  the  district 
during  1955.  Of  these  314  were  males  and  284  females.  This 
number  is  19  less  than  for  1954.  There  were  13  illegitimate 
births,  9  males  and  4  females. 

During  the  year  there  were  20  still-births,  12  males  and 
8  females.  This  was  6  more  than  in  1954. 

Deaths 

During  1955,  489  deaths,  244  males  and  245  females, 
were  attributed  to  the  district,  17  less  than  for  the  year  1954. 

I  set  out  below  tables  of  Live  Birth  Rates,  Still-birth 
Rates  and  Crude  Death  Rates,  with  those  rates  for  other  parts 
of  the  Country.  These  show  how  the  district  compares  with 
the  Country  generally. 


8 


RATES  PER  1,000  TOTAL  POPULATION 


Year 

England 

and 

Wales 

West  Riding 
Administrative 
County 

Wortley 

R.D. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

(Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population) 

1955 

15.0 

15.3 

13.1 

1954 

15.2 

15.1 

13.6 

1953 

15.5 

15.7 

13.2 

1952 

15.3 

15.4 

14.8 

1951 

15.5 

15.8 

15.2 

DEATHS,  (Crude  Death  Rate) 

(Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population) 

1955 

11.7 

11.7 

10.7 

1954 

11.3 

11.9 

11.2 

1953 

11.4 

11.6 

9.28 

1952 

11.3 

11.5 

8.13 

1951 

12.5 

12.7 

9.21 

STILLBIRTHS 

(Rates  per  1,000  Live  and  Still-births). 

1955 

23.1 

26.4 

32.4 

(Equivalent  to 
0.44  per  1,000 
population.) 

9 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 


Infective  Diseases, 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)... 

4 

3 

7 

Cancer, 

Stomach 

6 

3 

9 

Lung — Bronchus 

10 

— 

10 

Breast 

— 

10 

10 

Uterus 

2 

2 

Other  Sites,  including  Leukaemia  ... 

19 

26 

45 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Vascular  Disease  of  Nervous  System 

37 

34 

71 

Circulatory  System. 

Coronary  Disease 

44 

26 

70 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

7 

12 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

27 

55 

82 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

19 

19 

38 

Respiratory  System. 

Pneumonia 

13 

16 

29 

Bronchitis 

17 

7 

24 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

— 

3 

Digestive  System. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Gastritis  and  Enteritis 

3 

3 

Genito- Urinary  System. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Infant  Deaths. 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Violence. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

All  Other  Accidents 

8 

5 

13 

Other  Defined  and  IIP  Defined  Diseases 

17 

24 

41 

TOTAL  ...  244  245  489 
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AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS 


Age  Group 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Under  1  year 

22 

...  16 

...  21 

...  19 

...  8 

1  to  2  years 

1 

...  1 

...  1 

...  — 

...  3 

2  to  5  years 

2 

...  3 

— 

...  2 

...  2 

5  to  15  years 

5 

— 

...  1 

...  7 

...  1 

15  to  25  years 

3 

...  5 

...  5 

...  4 

...  4 

25  to  45  years 

32 

...  23 

...  28 

...  29 

...  29 

45  to  65  years 

80 

...  90 

...  109 

...  115 

...  127 

65  years  and  over 

272 

...  234 

...  257 

...  330 

...  315 

TOTALS  . . . 

417 

372 

422 

506 

489 

Infantile  Mortality, 

There  were  8  Infant  Deaths  during  1955  (5  males  and 
3  females)  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  13-4  per  1,000  related  Live 
Births. 


Deaths  under  1  year. 
Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births, 


Year 

1955  ... 

•  « • 

England 

and 

Wales 

24.9 

West  Riding 
Administrative 
County 

26.2 

Wortley 
R.D.  ‘ 

13.4 

1954 

•  •  • 

25.5 

28.0 

30.8 

1953 

... 

26.8 

29.3 

34.9 

1952 

... 

27.6 

30.0 

23.6 

1951 

29.0 

31.8 

32.0 
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TABLE  SHOWING  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  AND  CAUSE 

OF  INFANTILE  DEATHS. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

Total  under  4  weeks 

1  to  3  months 

3  to  6  months 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months 

Total  under  1  year 

Prematurity . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Birth  injuries  con¬ 
genital  etc. 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pnuemonia  and 
Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1 

1 

— 

8 

1954 

11 

1 

1 

— 

13 

— 

4 

2 

— 

19 

1953  . 

14 

2 

— 

— 

16 

3 

1 

1 

— 

21 

1952  . 

13 

1 

— 

— 

14 

2 

— 

— 

— 

16 

1951 

11 

— 

— 

1 

12 

4 

4 

1 

1 

22 

1950 

11 

1 

1 

1 

14 

— 

7 

5 

— 

26 
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TABLE  SHOWING  RESIDENTIAL  DISTRIBUTION 

OF  INFANTILE  DEATHS. 


District 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Colley  Estate 

3 

Ecclesfield 

2 

Chapeltown 

2 

Thorpe  Hesley 

1 

8 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  was  no  maternal  death  recorded  during  the  year. 


Epidemic  Diseases. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  the  Epidemic  (other 
than  Tuberculosis)  Group  over  the  past  five  years  are  given 
in  the  following  table. 


DISEASE 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Diptheria . 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

— 

1 

6 

— 

Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Acute  Infective  Hepatitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Inquests.  Inquests  were  held  on  23  occasions  and  in  55  cases 
the  cause  of  death  was  certified  after  Post  Mortem  Examination 
without  inquest. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  :  During  the 
year,  1,355  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified.  The 
following  tables  are  self-explanatory. 


DISEASE 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Corrected 

Figure 

1955 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

38 

69 

127 

48 

27 

27 

Diphtheria . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

8 

5 

4 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

47 

65 

61 

47 

28 

28 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

4 

2 

3 

1 

3 

3 

Dysentery 

11 

11 

5 

53 

49 

49 

Erysipelas 

5 

12 

10 

8 

9 

9 

Measles 

503 

528 

504 

111 

1174 

1174 

Whooping  Cough 

97 

158 

174 

106 

23 

23 

Para-Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

— 

6 

7 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

9 

6 

— 

1 

16 

16 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

21 

13 

14 

15 

15 

Malaria  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

ATTACK  RATE  OF  COMMONER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


(After  correction  of  Notification.) 


DISEASE 

England 

and 

Wales 

West  Riding 
Admin. 
Cty. 

Wortley 

R.D. 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.73 

1.01 

0.59 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0.03 

0.02 

0.06 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Para-Typhoid  Fever  . 

0.02 

0.02 

0.15 

Pneumonia 

* 

* 

0.61 

Measles 

15.61 

18.23 

25.80 

Whooping  Cough 

1.78 

1.93 

0.50 

Erysipelas 

0.10 

0.16 

0.19 

Poliomyelitis  &  ,  Paralytic 

0.08 

0.15 

0  17 

Polioencephalitis  )  Non-Paralytic 

0.06 

0.05 

0.17 

'  Figures  not  available. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

BY  AGE  GROUPS 
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RESIDENTIAL  DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


DISTRICT 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

Non-Paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Malaria 

Ecclesfield 

Parish  : 

Ecclesfield  . 

28 

2 

1 

1 

7 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Chapeltown . 

150 

3 

3 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

High  Green 

239 

13 

— 

3 

7 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Thorpe  Hesley 

1 

— 

2 

Grenoside 

49 

4 

1 

Colley 

478 

2 

15 

8 

30 

11 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Tankersley 

Parish  : 

Tankersley 

32 

1 

Birdwell 

4 

1 

Wortley  Parish  : 

Wortley 

10 

1 

1 

Bradfield 

Parish  : 

Worrall 

2 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oughtibridge 

56 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dungworth 

Stannington 

46 

— 

1 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Loxley 

10 

1 

— 

1 

Storrs  . 

Wharncliffe  Side  & 

Brightholmlee . 

69 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Middlewood 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

1174 

27 

23 

28 

49 

15 

9 

3 

8 

8 

3 

— 

7 

1 
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Scarlet  Fever* 

During  the  year  there  were  27  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified,  nearly  half  the  number  notified  during  1954.  This 
gives  an  attack  rate  of  0-59,  which  compares  favourably  with 
the  figures  of  073  for  England  and  Wales  and  1*01  for  the 
West  Riding  Administrative  County.  On  analysing  the 
statistics  of  the  cases  we  find  that  9  were  notified  during  the 
first  quarter,  12  during  the  second  quarter,  1  during  the  third 
and  5  during  the  fourth  quarter.  The  highest  incidence 
occurred  in  the  age  group  4  to  10  years,,  in  which  we  had  16 
cases.  The  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  experienced  was  mild  and 
my  Department  have  no  evidence  of  any  resultant  morbidity. 


Diphtheria. 

This  is  the  seventh  year  in  succession  that  no  case  of 
Diphtheria  has  been  notified,  which  is  a  very  happy  situation. 
The  incidence  of  Diphtheria  throughout  the  Country  generally 
continues  to  fall.  The  latest  returns  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  state  that  the  provisional  figure  of  notifications  of  the 
disease  for  England  and  Wales  received  during  1955  was  161 
compared  with  173  in  1954.  The  total  number  of  deaths  was 
11,  as  against  9  in  1954. 

In  Wortley  Rural  District,  during  the  year  under 
review,  419  children  received  primary  protective  treatment 
against  the  disease,  an  increase  of  70  over  the  1954  figure.  Of 
these  children  292  were  under  the  age  of  5  years  and  127 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  15.  Booster  doses  were  given  to 
403  children,  generally  at  School  Medical  Inspection. 

Whilst  I  am  glad  to  report  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  children  being  immunised  against  Diphtheria,  I  must 
emphasise  that  there  are  still  many  more  who  are  not  getting 
this  protection.  I  do  hope  that  this  absence  of  Diphtheria  is 
not  creating  a  false  sense  of  security  amongst  the  population. 
Diphtheria  is  a  terrible  disease  and  we  do  not  want  it  to  re¬ 
appear  in  our  midst  again  if  we  can  help  it,  If  we  are  to  keep 
it  under  control,  then  more  and  more  children  must  be  brought 
along  for  immunisation  so  that  a  high  degree  of  immunity  can 
be  maintained  amongst  the  population.  All  field  workers  in 
the  service  are  doing  everything  they  can  to  encourage  more 
immunisation  and  I  think  that  the  results  will  justify  the  amount 
of  work  involved  in  propaganda. 
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Measles, 

We  experienced  a  moderately  severe  epidemic  of 
Measles  during  the  year,  when  a  total  of  1,174  cases  were 
notified  to  the  Department.  This  gives  us  an  attack  rate  of 
25-8,  which  compares  unfavourably  with  15*6  for  England 
and  Wales  and  18-2  for  the  Administrative  County  of  the 
West  Riding.  The  disease  appeared  early  in  the  year,  when  487 
cases  were  notified  during  the  first  quarter.  During  the  second 
quarter  627  cases  were  notified,  and  during  the  third  quarter 
there  were  60.  There  were  no  more  cases  notified  after  the 
beginning  of  September.  The  districts  affected  were  prin¬ 
cipally  the  highly  populated  districts  of  the  parish  of  Eccles- 
field,  where  the  Colley  Estate  produced  478,  High  Green  239, 
Chapeltown  150,  Grenoside  49  and  Ecclesfield  Village  28.  The 
Westnall  Ward  had  quite  a  fair  incidence,  with  69  cases  at 
Wharncliffe  Side  and  Brightholmlee,  56  in  Oughtibridge  and 
46  in  Stannington.  No  part  of  the  district  escaped  at  all, 
except  probably  the  rural  part  of  Bradfield  and  Midhope. 


The  type  of  disease,  so  far  as  one  could  find  out,  was 
mild,  and  I  had  no  reports  of  any  unfortunate  sequelae.  These 
figures,  and  the  distribution  of  the  cases  emphasise  that  Measles 
is  a  very  highly  infectious  disease.  It  is  also  a  dangerous 
disease,  since  the  complications  following  the  infection  can  be 
very  serious  indeed.  I  would  like  to  mention  again  how 
important  it  is  that  children  suffering  from  Measles  should  be 
kept  isolated  and  not  allowed  to  come  in  contact  with  their 
little  friends  until,  they  are  free  from  infection.  There  is 
plenty  of  advice  to  be  obtained  by  parents  who  are  in  doubt 
about  this  question  of  isolation.  The  family  Doctor  is  only 
too  glad  to  help,  and  there  are  Health  Visitors  and  other 
members  of  my  staff  who  are  always  available  and  willing  to 
advise. 


Whooping  Cough. 

We  had  a  very  small  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough 
during  the  year,  only  23  cases  being  notified.  They  were 
children,  all  except  2  of  the  cases  being  under  the  age  of  10 — 
3  cases  occurred  during  the  first  quarter,  12  during  the  second, 
none  in  the  third  and  8  in  the  last  quarter.  They  occurred 
principally  in  the  highly  urbanised  part  of  the  district,  where 
15  were  reported  from  the  Colley  Estate  and  6  from  the 
remaining  part  of  Ecclesfield  Parish.  The  remaining  2  were 
1  in  Oughtibridge  and  1  in  Stannington. 
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Whooping  Cough  is  a  serious  disease.  The  after  effects 
of  an  attack  of  \Vhooping  Cough  can  be  far  reaching  and  can 
severely  affect  a  child’s  health  and  future  life.  Parents  do 
appreciate  the  severity  of  Whooping  Cough,  for  there  is 
nothing  more  distressing  to  a  mother  than  to  see  her  child 
Struggling  in  a  paroxysm  of  coughing,  looking  really 
dangerously  ill.  That  is  one  aspect  of  this  disease  which  is 
dangerous.  The  other  is  that  it  is  highly  infectious.  It 
is  so  necessary  therefore  for  the  infected  child  to  be  isolated 
until  free  from  infection.  Immunisation  against  Whooping 
Cough  is  being  carried  out  systematically  now  on  a  largeir 
scale  than  ever.  There  are  two  schemes  available  to  the  parent 
of  a  young  child;  immunisation  by  the  Local  Health  Authority, 
or  by  the  family  Doctor.  The  latter  can  offer  protection  against 
both  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  with  the  combined 
antigen,  and  many  parents  take  advantage  of  this.  I  say 
“advantage”  since  the  scheme  for  immunisation  against 
Whooping  Cough  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  does 
not  allow  the  use  of  the  combined  antigen  and  the  procedure 
means  separate  courses  of  injections  for  each  of  the  diseases. 
Nevertheless  these  schemes  are  available,  and  according  to 
our  returns  90  children  received  protection  against  Whooping 
Cough  under  the  W’est  Riding  County  Scheme.  This  may 
not  be  the  exact  number  of  children  who  have  received  protec¬ 
tion,  for  one  cannot  guarantee  that  one  gets  complete 
information  about  those  protected  against  Whooping  Cough 
by  private  arrangement. 

I  would  like  to  impress  upon  the  parents  the  advantage 
of  having  the  young  child  protected  against  Whooping  Cough 
early,  and  I  am  sure  when  such  a  service  is  freely  available 
parents  might  think  about  it  and  give  the  child  the  opportunity 
of  this  protection.  Our  figures  indicate  a  lessening  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  being  notified  from  year 
to  year  and  one  would  like  very  much  to  think  that  this  was 
a  reflection  of  the  prophylactic  measures  adopted,  such  as  our 
immunisation  schemes.  I  am  afraid  it  is  too  soon  to  jump  to 
conclusions,  but  one  is  hopeful  that  there  is  some  relationship 
and  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  day  when  Whooping  Cough 
will  be  controlled  as  Diphtheria  is. 

Poliomyelitis. 

During  the  year  we  had  on  our  Northern  boundary 
quite  an  appreciable  incidence  of  this  serious  disease.  It  was 
inevitable  that  this  district  would  experience  the  disease  in 
some  measure,  and  during  the  year  14  cases  were  notified. 
These  cases  appeared  1  in  the  second  quarter,  10  in  the  third 


19 


quarter  and  3  in  the  fourth  quarter.  There  were  originally 
8  paralytic  cases  and  8  non-paralytic  notified.  All  these  cases 
were  admitted  to  Hospital,  where  diagnosis  was  confirmed  or 
otherwise.  The  final  corrected  list  was  7  cases  paralytic  type, 
7  cases  non-paralytic  type,  and  2  cases  which  were  unconfirmed 
as  cases  of  Poliomyelitis.  Of  the  paralytic  cases  5  occurred 
under  the  age  of  10  and  the  other  2  were  adults,  aged 
29  years.  Of  the  non-paralytic  cases,  5  occurred  between 
thfe  age  of  5  and  15  years,  and  the  other  two  were 
aged  35  and  38  years  respectively.  The  districts  affected  were 
Ecclesfield  Parish,  where  3  paralytic  cases  and  5  non-paralytic 
occurred,  and  in  the  Westnall  Ward  where  we  had  4  paralytic 
type  and  2  non-paralytic  type.  In  view  of  the  close  proximity 
of  the  relatively  high  incidence  in  the  neighbouring  district  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease  in  our  district  during  the  year  was  by 
no  means  alarming.  The  weather  during  the  “Poliomyelitis 
season”  in  1955  was  everything  that  would  encourage  the 
disease — long  spells  of  dry,  hot  weather,  yet  we  only  had  14 
cases.  The  7  non-paralytic  cases  recovered  completely,  and 
of  the  7  paralytic  cases  all  suffered  a  degree  of  paralysis,  with 
6  being  admitted  to  the  King  Edward  VII  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  for  treatment  and  one  being  discharged  home  to  attend 
at  regular  intervals  for  certain  exercises. 

We  are  very  much  concerned  about  the  recurring 
incidence  of  Poliomyelitis,  and  are  naturally  interested  in  the 
information  we  have  received  that  the  Medical  Research 
Council  are  in  the  process  of  approving  a  vaccine  for  use  in 
this  Country,  similar  in  type  to  the  Salk  V accine  used  in 
America.  It  is  expected  that  early  in  1956  there  may  be  at 
least  some  pilot  scheme  offered  for  certain  groups  of  children. 

Pneumonia. 

During  the  year  there  were  28  cases  of  Acute 
Pneumonia,  giving  an  attack  rate  of  0-61  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population.  Once  again  we  have  no  comparable 
figures  for  the  rest  of  the  Country. 

It  would  appear  that  the  incidence  is  falling  from  year 
to  year,  as  the  reduction  during  1955  was  approximately  41% 
of  the  1954  figure.  The  long  spell  of  dry,  warm,  sunny  weather 
may  have  had  something  to  do  with  this. 

It  is  not  certain  that  all  cases  of  Acute  Pneumonia  are 
notified  to  the  Department.  The  disease  is  not  accepted  as  a 
highly  infectious  disease,  and  probably  because  of  this,  noti¬ 
fication  is  not  so  sure.  The  fact  that  during  the  year  there 
were  29  deaths  from  Pneumonia  would  tend  to  confirm  this 
opinion,  as  there  were  only  28  cases  notified. 
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Vaccination  Against  Smallpox* 

At  this  stage  of  my  report  I  would  like  to  mention  the 
question  of  Smallpox,  not  because  there  have  been  cases  of 
the  disease  to  report,  but  because  of  my  concern  at  the  lack 
of  interest  shown  by  parents  in  protective  measures  against 
this  disease.  The  number  of  children  receiving  vaccination 
is  far  too  small  and  I  do  wish  that  interest  could  be  rekindled 
in  the  vaccination  scheme  against  Smallpox.  During  1955 
there  were  only  250  children  vaccinated.  This  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  1954  figure,  but  it  is  still  far  short  of  what  it  should 
be.  Of  those  250  children,  190  were  infants  under  1  year, 
30  were  between  1  and  14  years,  and  30  were  15  years  and 
over.  In  actual  fact,  therefore,  there  were  only  190  babies 
vaccinated  during  the  year.  During  the  same  period  approxi¬ 
mately  600  babies  were  born  and  at  a  very  conservative 
estimate  it  could  be  assumed  that  at  least  500  babies  had 
reached  the  age  for  vaccination.  That  takes  into  account, 
of  course,  those  children  born  late  in  1954,  who  would  reach 
vaccination  age  in  1955. 

I  am  endeavouring  to  stimulate  interest  in  this  matter 
and  the  field  workers  in  the  Health  Service,  e.g.  Medical 
Officers  at  Clinics,  Health  Visitors,  Nurses,  etc.,  have  missed 
no  opportunity  to  discuss  the  subject. 


Paratyphoid  Fever. 

During  the  year  7  cases  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  were 
notified  in  the  district.  Two  were  notified  during  the  second 
quarter,  both  cases  being  in-patients  at  Middlewood  Hospital. 
During  the  third  quarter  we  had  3  cases  notified  from  the 
Colley  Estate,  all  children,  1  case  being  diagnosed  at  the 
Children’s  Hospital  in  Sheffield,  and  transferred  from  there  to 
Lodge  Moor  Hospital.  During  the  fourth  quarter  there  were 
2  WharnclifFe  Side  children  notified  to  be  suffering  from  the 
disease,  but  both  children  had  been  admitted  to  the  City 
General  Hospital  for  investigation  and  were  diagnosed  there 
and  admitted  direct  from  that  Hospital  to  Lodge  Moor 
Hospital. 

The  usual  investigation  was  instituted  immediately  the 
cases  became  notified.  This  involved  quite  a  number  of 
enquiries,  but  we  were  never  able  to  isolate  the  causal  organism 
nor  get  any  line  at  all  on  the  source  of  infection.  The  cases 
themselves,  except  probably  the  first  2  and  the  latter  2,  were 
quite  unrelated. 
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Food  Poisoning, 

There  were  15  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  during 
the  year,  6  cases  in  the  second  quarter,  2  in  the  third  quarter 
and  7  in  the  fourth  quarter.  They  comprised  two  outbreaks, 
involving  10  cases,  and  5  single  cases. 

Investigations  were  instituted  immediately  a  notification 
was  received  and  specimens  from  the  patients  were  quickly 
collected  and  taken  to  the  Laboratory  for  examination.  In 
the  two  outbreaks  involving  the  10  cases,  specific  organisms  of 
the  Salmonella  group  were  isolated,  and  of  the  5  single  cases 
2  produced  an  organism  that  could  be  identified,  but  in  the 
other  3  cases  no  organism  was  found. 

There  was  one  more  case  in  1955  than  in  1954.  They 
were  distributed  as  follows: — Colley  (11),  High  Green  (1), 
Oughtibridge  (2),  Stannington  (1).  I  think  this  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  reasonable  incidence  and  need  not  cause  any  alarm. 
I  wonder  if  this  is  a  true  picture  of  the  situation,  and  whether 
we  do  get  information  about  every  case  of  Food  Poisoning 
which  occurs  in  the  district.  I  feel  sure  that  there  must  be  the 
odd  case  where  a  person  is  temporarily  disturbed  as  a  result 
of  something  he  or  she  may  have  eaten,  and  we  do  not  get  to 
hear  about.  That  is  the  type  of  case  which  often  turns  out  to 
be  the  Healthy  Carrier.  The  only  time  we  do  hear  about 
food  poisoning  cases  is  when  they  are  severe  enough  for  a 
Doctor  to  be  called  in.  My  experience  is  that  the  General 
Practitioners  are  most  helpful  in  letting  us  know  as  soon  as 
possible  of  any  suspected  case  of  Food  Poisoning.  Certainly 
during  the  vear  there  was  no  question  of  an  explosive  outbreak 
involving  large  numbers  of  people. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  question  of  cleanliness  in 
the  handling  of  food  is  still  a  matter  of  prime  importance  in  the 
social  life  of  the  Country.  I  believe  that  traders  on  the  whole 
are  anxious  to  do  the  very  best  they  can,  but  there  are  those 
few  that  we  hear  about  who  could  be  better  in  their  general 
technique  in  the  handling  of  food.  After  all,  Food  Poisoning 
is  a  preventable  disease.  It  does  not  require  the  medical  or 
scientific  experts  to  resolve  the  problem  for,  if  every  one  of 
us  adopted  a  more  critical  sense  in  choice  of  foods,  purveyor 
of  foods  and  methods  of  handling  foods,  the  disease  would  be 
so  insignificant  that  it  would  hardy  be  appreciated.  Most  of 
this  Food  Poisoning  would  disappear  if  people  who  handle 
the  food  practised  the  elementary  principles  of  good  manners 
and  good  personal  hygiene. 
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Dysentery, 

Whilst  we  are  discussing  the  problem  of  Food  Poison¬ 
ing  it  is  worth  while  referring  to  the  cases  of  Dysentery  that 
occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year.  There  were  quite 
a  number  of  cases  reported,  not  only  in  this  district  but  in 
surrounding  areas  as  well.  This  is  a  highly  infectious  disease 
and  can  attack  a  family  and,  in  fact,  a  small  community  very 
rapidly.  Spread  of  the  infection  is  by  direct  hand  to  hand 
transmission  from  the  patient  or  carrier  to  the  innocent  victim, 
by  way  of  ingestion  of  indirectly  contaminated  food  and  drink, 
or  from  the  handling  of  articles  that  have  become  infected, 
e.g.  cups,  saucers,  plates,  etc.  Again,  this  disease  is  a  prevent¬ 
able  one,  and  easily  so,  if  strict  hygienic  precautions  are  taken 
and  people  obey  the  simple  rules  of  personal  hygiene.  Once 
this  disease  gets  into  a  district  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  rid  of  it. 
Persistent  carriers,  whilst  themselves  not  experiencing  the 
symptoms  of  the  disease,  are  none  the  less  a  potential  danger 
in  that  they  may  transmit  the  organism  if  there  is  carelessness 
in  their  own  personal  habits. 

The  treatment  of  this  disease  is  less  prolonged  than  it 
used  to  be.  Chemico-therapy  relieves  the  symptoms  very 
quickly  and  as  a  general  rule  the  patient  considers  that  in  the 
absence  of  symptoms  he  or  she  is  cured  and,  therefore,  requires 
no  further  treatment.  It  is  not  always  certain  that  the 
organism  has  been  destroyed,  however,  for  whilst  the  patient 
becomes  symptom-free,  that  same  patient  can  still  be  voiding 
the  organism  and  in  effect  become  a  carrier  of  the  disease. 
If  I  could  give  one  piece  of  advice  to  any  patient  who  has  had 
Dysentery,  it  would  be  to  urge  completion  of  the  full  course 
of  treatment  prescribed  by  the  family  Doctor,  and  to  ask  for 
an  assurance  that  the  infection  has  been  cleared  up  before 
resuming  normal  routine.  We,  in  this  Department,  cannot  do 
the  work  of  containing  outbreaks  of  this  type  of  disease,  unless 
the  people  themselves  appreciate  the  possibilities  and  co¬ 
operate  fully. 

In  all  49  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  to  us  during 
the  year,  41  of  whom  were  children  under  the  age  of  5.  A 
great  deal  of  investigation  was  required,  involving  many  visits 
to  the  homes  and  close  liaison  with  the  Laboratory.  A  total 
of  161  specimens  were  obtained  from  patients  and  contacts  and 
sent  to  the  Laboratory  for  investigation.  Not  all  the  notified 
cases  gave  positive  results,  but  16  children  and  4  adults  other 
than  those  notified  were  found  to  be  carriers.  The  disease 
prevailed  throughout  the  whole  year,  with  the  majority  of  cases 
in  the  second  quarter. 
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T  uberculosiSt 

During  the  year  88  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified, 
an  increase  of  22  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Of  these 
10  were  notified  from  the  larger  Hospitals  and  Institutions  in 
the  district,  leaving  a  total  of  78  district  cases.  Of  the  district 
cases  68  were  Pulmonary  and  10  were  Non-Pulmonary. 

There  was  no  occasion  when  action  was  necessary 
under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regu¬ 
lation,  1925,  nor  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  decline  in  the  incidence  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  which  was  evident  in  1953  and  1954,  would  have 
continued  into  1955,  but  there  was  rather  a  sharp  increase  and 
I  am  unable  to  give  any  ireason  for  it.  It  might  be  as  well  to 
mention  at  this  stage  that  of  the  total  number  of  cases  notified, 
30  were  cases  transferred  into  our  district  from  areas  where 
they  had  already  been  notified.  In  effect,  therefore,  there 
were  approximately  30  Tuberculosis  immigrants  to  the  Wortley 
Rural  District,  the  majority  of  them  being  to  the  new  Colley 
Estate.  The  Notification  Rate  for  Tuberculosis,  including  the 
immigrants,  is  1*93  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

I  think  that  the  Tuberculosis  picture  is  reasonably  good 
and  does  not  create  any  anxiety.  The  incidence  of  new  cases 
is  comparatively  low  and,  what  is  very  much  more  to  the  point, 
is  that  they  are  being  diagnosed  earlier,  with  a  much  better 
chance  of  recovery.  During  the  year  under  review  15  notified 
cases  were  discharged  from  the  register  as  being  cured,  but 
there  were  9  deaths,  all  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  an 
increase  of  3  compared  with  the  figure  for  1954. 

We  did  not  have  a  visit  from  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit,  but  it  visited  a  neighbouring  district  and  advantage  was 
taken  of  its  presence  in  Hoyland  to  arrange  for  quite  a  number 
of  residents  in  the  Wortley  district  to  have  Chest  X-ray.  I 
have  no  exact  figures,  but  I  understand  that  a  number  of 
residents  in  the  Tankersley,  Pilleiy  and  Birdwell  area  attended 
at  that  Unit  in  November,  including  all  senior  scholars  in  the 
Schools  at  High  Green,  Chapeltown,  and  Ecclesfield.  The 
Unit  was  unable  to  deal  with  all  senior  scholars  in  the  Eccles¬ 
field  district,  but  those  in  the  Colley  Estate  Schools,  not  able  to 
attend  at  Hoyland,  attended,  instead,  by  appointment  and  in 
one  group,  at  the  Static  Unit  in  Ellin  Street,  Sheffield.  I  think 
it  is  to  the  children’s  advantage  to  have  this  regular  X-ray  of 
the  chest  at  this  early  adolescent  stage  and  we  try  to  work  it 
in  conjunction  with  our  scheme  now  in  operation  for  the 
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vaccination  of  the  13/14  year  olds  with  B.C.G.  During  the 
year  B.C.G.  vaccination  was  systematically  carried  out 
amongst  all  the  children  whose  parents  applied  for  it.  In  all, 
449  cases  presented  themselves  for  original  testing.  Of  those, 
288  were  negative,  and  received  protective  immunisation.  It 
is  rather  soon  to  say  whether  or  not  each  child  who  was 
vaccinated  was,  in  fact,  successfully  vaccinated,  i.e.  became 
Mantoux  Positive.  The  retesting  is  not  carried  out  until 
twelve  months  have  elapsed.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report 
quite  a  number  have  been  reitested  and  each  case,  so  far,  has 
proved  to  be  successfully  vaccinated.  All  children  who  have 
been  found  at  original  testing  to  be  positive  to  Mantoux  test 
have  been  included  in  the  groups  of  children  for  mass  Chest 
X-ray,  but  nothing  has  been  reported  which  would  indicate 
that  there  was  any  evidence  of  active  Tuberculosis  amongst 
any  of  the  children  concerned. 

The  whole*  attitude  of  the  Health  Department  to  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  one  of  incessant  searching  for  the  origin  of  the 
infection.  When  a  case  is  notified,  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor  immediately  visits  the  home  and  makes  extensive  and 
exhaustive  enquiries  with  regard  to  the  possible  source  of 
infection.  All  contacts  of  the  positive  case  are  inviteid  to  go 
for  check-up  to  the  Chest  Clinic  and  to  submit  for  X-ray 
examination.  Very  rarely  indeed  do  we  come  across  a  person 
who  is  unwilling  to  co-operate  to  the  full  with  us.  This 
attitude  of  the  public  generally  to  our  field  workers  in  the 
Tuberculosis  service  is  most  helpful  and  I  do  appreciate  their 
general  help  and  co-operation. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  provides  extra  nourishment 
for  cases  of  Tuberculosis  receiving  domiciliary  treatment,  if 
such  is  recommended  by  the  Chest  Physician.  These  patients 
receive  2  pints  of  milk  per  day,  free  of  charge,  so  long  as  they 
arel  at  home,  and  during  1955,  15  patients  received  this  extra 
nourishment.  During  the  year,  also,  the  Local  Health 
Authority  assisted  those  domiciliary  cases  by  providing  a  Home 
Help  when  the  case  required  it.  Another  factor  which  is 
important  in  the  welfare  of  those  patients  is  the  provision  of 
suitable  housing  accommodation  so  that  the  Tubercular  patient 
can  have  separate  sleeping  accommodation.  All  such  cases 
are  awarded  full  medical  points  from  me  on  the  application 
being  brought  to  my  notice!.  During  the  year  4  of  these  cases 
were  provided  with  satisfactory  housing  accommodation  by 
the  Wortley  Rural  District  Council. 

I  set  out  below  tables  indicating  the  distribution  of  all 
cases  of  Tuberculosis. 
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CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Age  Groups 

New 

Cases 

Dec 

iths 

Respi 

ratory 

Non- 

Resp. 

Respi 

ratory 

Non- 

Resp, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  —  5  years 

2 

4 

1 

5  —  15  years 

3 

4 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  —  25  years 

5 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25  —  45  years 

16 

19 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

45  —  65  years 

11 

4 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

3 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

40 

38 

7 

3 

6 

3 

AREA  OF  DISTRIBUTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

PARISH  OF  ECCLESFIELD  : 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Ecclesfield  . 

3 

1 

1 

— 

High  Green  . 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Chapeltown  . 

4 

2 

1 

Grenoside  . 

Thorpe  Hesley . 

_ 

6 

z 

_ 

Colley  Estate  . 

24 

18 

1 

1 

PARISH  OF  WORTLEY  : 

Wortley  . 

— 

— 

1 

PARISH  OF  BRADFIELD  : 

Bradfield  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oughtibridge  . 

1 

— 

— 

Stannington 

and  Hollowmeadows  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Worrall  . 

— 

1 

— 

Wharncliffe  Side  . 

— 

1 

— 

Wadsley  . 

— 

PARISH  OF  TANKERSLEY  : 

Tankersley  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL 


35 


35 


5 


3 


Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  received  from  Larger  Hospitals 
and  Institutions  in  the  District — usual  place  of  residence  not 

in  Wortley  Rural  District 


Age 

0 — 25  years 
25 — 45  years 
45 — 65  years 
Over  65  years 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Male  Female  Male  Female 


2  1 

5  1 

1  — 


Totals  ...  8  2 


During  the  year  14  cases  were  admitted  to  sanatoria — 
19  cases  were  discharged.  On  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  498  Pulmonary  Cases  and  127 
Non-Pulmonary.  There  were  removed  from  the  register  54 
cases — 9  died,  30  transferred  to  another  area,  and  15  cured. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

There  was  no  occasion  to  use  the  provisions  of  Section 
47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  or  the  Amended  Act 
of  1951  during  the  year  under  review. 

Whilst  it  has  no  direct  bearing  on  the  question  of  com¬ 
pulsory  removal  of  patients  to  Hospital,  I  would  like  to 
comment  in  passing  upon  the  problems  which  do  arise  from 
time  to  time  concerning  the  aged  sick  and  their  general  welfare. 
The  Local  Health  Authority  can  provide  skilled  domiciliary 
nursing  and,  when  required,  domestic  help.  They  can  also 
provide  the  advice  and  help  which  a  Health  Visitor  can  give. 
All  these  provisions  are  available  in  this  district,  but  in  my 
opinion  it  is  not  enough,  and  does  not  supply  the  constant 
care  and  attention  which  could  be  given  in  some  Hospital  or 
Institution.  This  is  not  a  local  problem.  I  believe  it  is  shared 
by  the  majority  of  workers  in  the  Community  Health  Services 
throughout  the  Country.  It  would  be  such  a  wonderful  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  medical  welfare  services  if  there  were  so  many 
beds  in  some  Hospital,  or  even  some  Hostel,  to  which  that  type 
of  patient  could  be  admitted  for  a  short  stay.  I  would  like  to 
emphasise  again  that  those  in  charge  of  the  Hospital  beds 
available  in  this  district  have  been  consistently  helpful 
throughout  the  year.  In  co-operation  with  the  General 
Practitioner  concerned  we  have  seldom  had  more  than  a  few 
days  to  wait  until  a  patient  was  admitted  to  Hospital. 
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JEFFCOCK  TRUST,  ECCLESFIELD 

I  mentioned  in  my  report  last  year  the  fact  that  the 
Jeffcock  Trust  had  provided  a  very  excellent  chiropody  service 
for  the  aged  people  of  Ecclesfield.  I  mentioned  how  the  service 
had  grown  and  how  it  had  been  appreciated  by  those  who 
received  the  necessary  treatment.  I  have  also  learned  from 
General  Practitioners  practising  in  the  area  that  they,  too, 
have  found  that  the  treatment  has  contributed  to  the  well-being 
of  the  patients.  During  the  year  it  was  found  that  the  Trust 
were  able  to  extend  the  services,  and  it  has  now  been  decided 
to  include  the  Village  of  Grenoside  in  the  scheme. 

The  chiropodist  attended  on  149  sessions  during  1955 
and  gave  treatment  to  1,244  patients  (346  male  and  898 
female).  Once  more  I  would  like  to  put  on  record  my  thanks 
for  this  valuable  contribution  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  the 
people  in  Ecclesfield. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

This  subject  should  occupy  much  more  of  our  time  than 
we  are  able  to  give.  I  think  it  is  so  necessary  for  people  to 
understand  the  essential  requirements  for  the  maintenance  of 
good  health.  By  far  the  majority  of  illnesses  experienced 
by  people  can  be  prevented,  and  surely  it  is  wise  to  try  and 
prevent  them.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  get 
groups  of  people  to  meet  and  discuss  health  problems.  It  would 
seem  it  is  not  a  subject  that  is  popular  and,  worthwhile  leaving 
the  comfort  of  home  to  come  and  discuss.  There  have  been, 
on  occasions,  an  organised  group  of  people  who  have  invited 
me  to  talk  on  a  particular  subject,  which  I  gladly  did,  but  I  do 
not  think  there  are  enough  of  these  meetings.  However,  there 
is  a  new  method  of  approach  to  the  subject,  and  that  is  by  small 
group  discussions  held  in  the  Clinics,  and  led  by  the  Health 
Visitor.  The  Health  Visitors  have  taken  this  up  very  enthus¬ 
iastically,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  these  small  meetings  are 
doing  good.  From  those  group  meetings  it  is  hoped  to  progress 
to  larger  groups  of  people,  but  this  may  be  a  long  term  business. 

One  point  we  must  bear  in  mind  is  that  the  Health 
Visitor’s  field  is  in  the  home,  and  it  is  the  odd  2  or-  3  minutes 
chat  in  the  home  which  is  going  to  be  the  foundation  of  our 
Health  Education  programme.  All  the  fieldworkers  in  the 
Health  Services,  Medical  Officers  at  Clinics  and  Schools, 
Health  Visitors,  Nurses  and  technical  officers  of  the  Health 
Department,  play  their  part  and  keep  on  encouraging  the 
public  to  take  an  interest  in  health  matters  generally.  Of 
course,  there  are  the  usual  stock  of  leaflets,  posters,  and  other 
visual  aid  materials  in  constant  use  in  Clinics  and  Schools. 


28 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
HOSPITALS. 

Infectious  Disease*  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
requiring  treatment  in  Hospital  are  admitted  to  Lodge  Moor 
Hospital,  Sheffield.  Cases  in  the  Tankersley  area  are  usually 
admitted  to  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Maternity  Cases.  Hospitals  available  for  Maternity 
cases-Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Chapeltown;  City  General 
Hospital,  Sheffield;  Jessop  Hospital  for  Women,  Sheffield,  and 
the  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

General  Hospitals.  Those  in  Sheffield  and  Barnsley 
are  the  ones  chiefly  used. 

Laboratory  Services.  The  Medical  Research  Labor¬ 
atories  at  Wakefield,  Barnsley  and  Sheffield  are  available  to 
assist  in  any  investigation  we  may  require.  Their  respective 
Medical  Directors  are  always  ready  to  advise  on  any  problem. 

Mortuary.  The  necessary  accommodation  with 
facilities  for  Post  Mortem  examinations  is  available  at  the 
Grenoside  Mortuary,  Salt  Box  Lane.  It  is  recognised  that 
the  facilities  at  this  Mortuary  are  somewhat  limited  and  it  is 
hoped,  in  the  near  future,  to  reconstruct  the  internal  layout  and 
provide  a  very  much  better  standard  of  Mortuary  establish¬ 
ment. 


Ambulance  Service.  The  district  is  covered  by  the 
service  operating  from  the  Depot  in  Hoyland.  There  are  7 
vehicles  there,  of  which  6  are  radio-controlled.  This  means 
that  during  the  peak  period,  i.e.  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  a  total  of  6 
mobile  “depots”  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  district.  Each  is 
capable  of  being  reached  at  any  time  from  the  central  depot  at 
Hoyland  and  can  be  diverted  to  any  emergency  case  within  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  vehicle  at  that  particular  time. 


Clinics.  Practically  each  area  within  the  district  is 
provided  with  a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic.  It  is 
true  that  not  all  are  so  well  provided  as  others,  but  the  standard 
varies  according  to  the  accommodation  available  in  which  to 
hold  the  Clinic.  We  take,  for  instance,  Grenoside,  where 
there  is  the  Scout  Hut  which  cannot  by  any  standard  be  con¬ 
sidered  first  class  Clinic  accommodation.  1  am  very  gratified 
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to  say  that  during  the  year  there  has  been  much  improvement 
in  the  building,  in  heating,  lighting,  and  provision  of  sanitary 
arrangements.  Then  we  think  of  Wharncliffe  Side,  where  we 
cannot  have  a  Clinic  because  there  is  no  suitable  accommo¬ 
dation.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  have  purchased 
a  Mobile  Clinic  for  use  in  the  southern  part  of  the  County,  and 
I  am  discussing  with  my  staff  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not 
it  is  feasible  to  have  it  operate  in  Wharncliffe  Side  :  I  still 
think  that  the  answer  to  the  Clinic  problem  at  Wharncliffe 
Side  is  the  availability  of  some  hall  as  was  hoped  for  when  the 
proposed  Community  Centre  was  discussed. 

The  Clinic  at  Worrall  has  been  improved  considerably 
as  a  result  of  the  new  extension  to  the  building,  ft  is  proving 
quite  a  factor  in  the  Village  now  that  there  are  so  many  new 
Council  houses,  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  younger  age 
group  population  living  in  the  district. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  no  progress  has  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  proposed  Clinic  on  the  Colley  Estate. 
I  understand  that  there  is  still  some  discussion  going  on  at 
Ministry  level  with  regard  to  amendment  of  the  original  plans 
to  bring  the  cost  as  near  as  possible  to  original  estimates.  The 
provision  of  this  satellite  Clinic  would  be  a  tremendous  asset 
to  us  in  our  work  on  the  Colley  Estate.  The  existing  Clinic 
in  Wheata  Road  is  doing  very  well,  but  is  a  poor  substitute 
for  the  real  thing.  Here  we  have  the  ordinary  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinic,  the  Group  Discussion  meetings,  the 
Home  Teacher  for  Mental  Defective  Group  Training  Classes 
and,  the  centre  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods. 

The  Clinic  statistics  on  page  33  indicate  that  the  people 
are  making  use  of  these  facilities  and  are  keeping  up  their 
attendances  week  by  week.  Much  of  the  success  of  the 
Clinics  depends  on  voluntary  effort,  and  I  again  put  on  record 
my  grateful  thanks  to  those  kindly  disposed  ladies  who 
regularly  come  to  the  Clinic  and  carry  out  certain  duties  such 
as  recording,  baby  weighing,  and  distribution  of  Welfare 
Foods. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics.  The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  arrange¬ 
ments  are  similar  to  those  of  last  year,  with  those  at  Eccles- 
field  and  Wharncliffe  Side  being  the  only  established  ones. 
There  is  a  special  Clinic  now  held  in  various  parts  of  the 
district,  conducted  in  the  main  by  the  Midwives  and  augmented 
by  group  talks  by  the  Health  Visitors,  where  relaxation 
exercises  are  taught  to  the  expectant  mothers.  These  expectant 
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mothers  attend  regularly  and  seem  to  enjoy  the  experience 
and  benefit  from  it.  They  are  held  at  the  Jeffcock  Nurses’ 
H  ome  in  Ecclesfield,  at  Wharncliffe  Side  Clinic  and  at 
Stannington.  It  is  hoped  to  establish  a  similar  class  in 
Grenoside  in  the  near  future. 


Eye  Clinic*  The  Consultant  Ophthalmologist  visits  the 
district  regularly  to  examine  those  children  referred  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  for  Specialist  opinion  and,  if  need  be, 
treatment.  These  Clinics  are  held  in  Chapeltown  and 
Stannington.  If  Hospital  is,  in  effect,  required,  the  Specialist 
arranges  it.  If  it  is  a  question  of  refractory  work  and  the 
provision  of  spectacles,  that  is  done  at  the  Clinic  and  pres¬ 
criptions  are  issued  and  the  glasses  provided.  During  1955 
there  were  in  all  188  new  cases  seen  by  the  Specialist  at  25 
sessions  in  the  Wortley  Rural  District.  Altogether  423 
patients  attended.  Glasses  were  prescribed  in  218  instances 
through  the  School  Health  Service. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic.  A  Speech  Therapist  who 
operated  in  our  Division  left  the  service  during  the  year  and 
she  has  not  been  replaced.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  in  the 
near  future  an  appointment  will  be  made  and  we  can  resume 
this  important  service. 

Special  Sessions*  I  referred  earlier  in  this  section  of 
the  report  to  the  Home  Teacher  for  Mental  Defectives  holding 
a  Group  Class  for  training  at  the  Wheata  Road  Clinic.  She 
also  conducts  a  similar  Clinic  at  the  Gatty  Hall.  Group 
sessions  are  held  in  other  parts  of  the  Division  and  children 
need  not  necessarily  attend  the  group  session  within  their  own 
County  district  if  one  in  another  County  district  is  more  con¬ 
venient.  A  new  appointment  was  made  during  the  year, 
providing  an  extra  Home  Teacher.  It  was  hoped  to  establish 
another  group  session  in  Stannington.  However,  before  the 
scheme  could  get  going  properly  the  second  teacher  left  the 
service. 

The  main  function  of  the  Home  Teacher  is  to  visit  the 
homes  of  mental  defectives  and  encourage  them  in  handicrafts 
and  other  simple  tasks  by  way  of  training.  It  is  impossible  to 
make  worth-while  visits  to  all  these  children  and  give  them 
the  teaching  they  require,  so  this  happy  compromise  of  calling 
them  together  in  a  group  was  suggested.  It  is  proving  very 
successful.  There  is  no  doubt,  of  course,  that  the  solution  to 
this  problem  is  the  establishment  of  an  Occupational  Centre 
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somewhere  in  the  Division.  Sites  have  been  suggested,  but 
not  one  has  proved  to  be  eminently  satisfactory  and  no  further 
progress  has  been  made.  If  we  are  to  have  home  teaching  for 
those  children  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  group  sessions, 
then  we  must  have  more  Home  Teachers. 


Sun-ray  Clinic*  The  Sun-ray  Clinic  at  the  Jeffcock 
Memorial  Nurses’  Home  is  still  very  popular,  and  children 
referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  attend  by  appointment 
for  regular  controlled  doses  of  Sun-ray.  The  results  obtained, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  and  Medical 
Officers  at  the  Clinics,  justify,  without  doubt,  the  installation 
of  this  Sun-ray  apparatus. 


Tuberculosis*  The  Chest  Physician  Clinics  available 
are  at  Queens  Road,  Sheffield  and  Church  Street,  Barnsley. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 


Name  and  Address  of  Centre 
Name  of  Doctor  and  Nurse 
in  attendance 

Day  and 
Time  of 
sessions 

Total  number  of 
attendances  during 
the  year 

CHAPELTOWN 

Miners’  Welfare  Pavilion 

Dr.  J.  J.  Smith 

Mrs.  B.  Robinson  nee  Haywood 

Wednesday 

afternoon 

Number  who 
attended  for 
first  time 
during  this 
jear 

Children 
up  to 

5  years 

81 

1,885 

ECCLESFIELD 

Gatty  Memorial  Hall 

Dr.  I.  A.  Fraser  &  Miss  E.  Keeton 

Monday 

afternoon 

74 

1,801 

GRENOSIDE  Scout  Hut 

Dr.  J.  Smail 

Mrs.  B.  Robinson  nee  Haywood 

Tuesday 

afternoon 

50 

1,063 

HIGH  GREEN 

Methodist  Sunday  Sch.,  Wortley  Rd. 
Dr.  J.  J.  Smith  &  Mrs.  B.  Robinson 

Tuesday 

afternoon 

87 

1,870 

LOXLEY 

Congregational  Chapel 

Dr.  S.  Lindsay  &  Mrs.  L.  M.  Sellers 

Alternate 

Tuesday 

afternoons 

20 

450 

OUGHTIBRIDGE 

Church  Hall 

Dr.  S.  Lindsay  &  Miss  S.  Willett 

Thursday 

afternoon 

30  . 

697 

STANNINGTON 

Methodist  Sunday  School 

Dr.  S.  Lindsay  &  Mrs.  L.  M.  Sellers 

Wednesday 

afternoon 

42 

1,175 

TANKERSLEY 

Scout  Hall 

Dr.  E.  S.  L.  Allott  &  Mrs.  B.  Clarke 

Alternate 

Monday 

afternoons 

16 

373 

WORRALL 

Memorial  Hall 

Dr.  S.  Lindsay  &  Miss  S.  Willett 

Alternate 

Tuesday 

afternoons 

12 

341 

PARSON  CROSS 

St.  Paul’s  Institute 

Dr.  G.  Henderson  &  Mrs.  M.  Orr 

Tuesday 
all  day 

1 

111 

1,375 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 


Name  and  Address  of  Clinic 

Name  of  Doctor  and  Nurse 
in  attendance 

Day  and 
Time  of 
sessions 

Total  number  of 
attendances 
during  the  year 

ECCLESFIELD 

Gatty  Memorial  Hall 

Dr.  I.  A.  Fraser,  Dr.  M.  Rushbrooke 
Mrs.  M.  Orr  and  Miss  E.  Keeton 

Thursday 

afternoon 

634 

WHARNCLIFFE  SIDE 

Miss  R.  M.  Smith  and  Miss  S.  Willett 

Alternate 

Tuesday 

afternoons 

93 

HEALTH  VISITING. 


The  Wortley  Rural  District  is  served  by  the  following 
Health  Visitors:  — 


Health  Visitor. 

Address 

Telephone  No. 

Mrs.  B.  Robinson 

...70,  Station  Road,  Wombwcll _ 

Wombwell  2399 

Miss  B.  S.  Ward 
(Retired  11/4/55) 

...95,  Trap  Lane,  Sheffield,  11.  ... 

Mrs.  M.  Orr 

...468,  Wordsworth  Avenue, 
Sheffield,  5. 

Sheffield  48759 

Miss  E.  Keeton 

...24,  Hall  Road,  Handsworth, 
Sheffield,  9. 

Woodhouse  40550 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Beaumont 
(Assistant) 

...4,  Green  Lane,  Ecclesfield. 

Ecclesfield  3059 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Simpson 
(Assistant) 

...35,  Hill  Top  Rd.,  Grenoside.  ... 

Ecclesfield  3219 

Mrs.  D.  E.  Todd 
(Tuberculosis) 

...Stainboro’  Low,  Nr.  Barnsley.... 

Barnsley  3482 

Miss  S.  Willett 

...118,  Manchester  Road, 

Deepcar. 

Stocksbridge  2294 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Sellars 
(Appointed  5/9/55) 

...Handbank  Farm,  Midhope, 
Stocksbridge. 

Penistone  3387 

Miss  K.  Gregory  ...20,  Don  Avenue,  Sheffield,  6.... 

(Appointed  21/11/55)  Sheffield  43690 


Mrs.  A.  Brooks  ...22,  Castlewood  Rd.,  Fulwood, 

(Appointed  1/12/55)  Sheffield,  10.  ...  Sheffield  33769 
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During  the  year  Miss  B.  S.  Ward,  who  has  done 
wonderful  work  as  a  Health  Visitor  in  the  Ecclesfield  district, 
retired  from  the  service.  Tributes  were  paid  to  Miss  Ward 
for  the  excellent  work  she  had  done  over  a  large  number  of 
years.  Miss  Skelton  resigned  from  the  service  on  the  occasion 
of  her  marriage  and  transfer  to  Leicester.  We  have  had  three 
new  appointments  to  the  district,  Mrs.  Sellars  to  work  in  the 
Loxley,  Stannington,  Bradfield  area.  Miss  Gregory  in  Eccles¬ 
field  and  Colley  Estate,  and  Mrs.  Brooks  in  Grenoside  and 
part  of  Ecclesfield. 

The  establishment  of  Health  Visitors  in  the  district  is 
still  under  strength,  but  it  is  hoped  that  early  in  1956  this  may 
be  somewhat  remedied  by  the  appointment  of  a  Superintendent 
Health  Visitor  whose  duties  will  be  to  correlate  all  the  work 
of  the  Health  Visitors  and  spread  the  service  equally  through¬ 
out  the  whole  Division.  At  the  same  time  it  is  hoped  that  the 
establishment  will  come  up  to  maximum  limits.  The  Super¬ 
intendent  Health  Visitor  will  be  extra  to  establishment. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  mention  again  what  an 
important  part  the  Health  Visitor  plays  in  the  Health  Services. 
She  is  recognised  as  the  co-ordinating  unit,  bringing  together 
the  General  Practitioner,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  Hospital  services.  Community  health  is  one  of  the  concerns 
of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  the  Health  Visitor  is  the 
officer  of  choice  for  this  field  work.  Besides  being  a  Nurse, 
she  is  a  Social  Worker.  She  is  trained  in  welfare  work;  she 
is  hand-picked  for  the  task.  She  is  a  teacher  of  health 
principles  and  she  is  an  adviser  on  problems  which  the  people 
experience  from  time  to  time  in  their  homes.  It  is  essential 
that  Health  Visitors  should  work  in  close  liaison  with  the 
General  Practitioners  and  we  try  to  maintain  this  co-operative 
arrangement.  In  this  district  I  am  very  glad  to  say  that  the 
General  Practitioners  are  most  helpful  to  us  in  our  work  and 
assist  the  Health  Visitors  a  great  deal  in  their  many  and  varied 
duties. 

The  Health  Visitor  attends  the  Clinics  as  part  of  her 
duties,  but  the  largest  proportion  of  her  work  is  domiciliary 
visiting.  During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  Wortley 
Rural  District  made  13,982  domiciliary  visits. 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

Midwife.  Address  Telephone  No. 

Miss  S.  Billing  ...Jeffcock  Memorial  Nurses’ 

Home,  Ecclesfield.  ...  Ecclesfield  3438 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Quirk  ...42,  Knutton  Road,  Parson 

(Relief  Midwife  for  Cross,  Sheffield,  5.  ...  Sheffield  44347 

Division) 
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Midwife  Address  Telephone  No* 

Miss  C.  Hemingway  ...93,  Mansell  Crescent, 

(Resigned  31/7/55)  Parson  Cross,  Sheffield,  5.  .  Sheffield  44820 

Miss  E,  Hemingway  ...93,  Mansell  Crescent, 

(Appointed  12/10/55)  Parson  Cross,  Sheffield,  5.  Sheffield  44820 

Mrs.  F.  O’Sullivan  ...26,  Greenwood  Road, 

High  Green  ...  High  Green  349 

Mrs.  N.  McNamara  ...Dale  View,  Rodney  Hill, 

Loxley.  ...  Sheffield  43643 

Miss  R.  M.  Smith  ...“The  Haven,”  Bedford  Road,  Oughtibridge  40892 
(District  Nurse  Midwife)  Oughtibridge. 

These  Midwives  operate  within  the  area  of  their 
respective  centres.  Mrs.  Quirk  acts  as  Relief  Midwife  and 
was  originally  the  Relief  for  the  whole  Division.  Recently  she 
has  concentrated  as  Relief  for  the  High  Green/Chapeltown/ 
Ecclesfield/Colley  Estate  districts.  The  two  operating  in  the 
Westnall  side  of  the  district  make  their  own  arrangements  as 
to  relief. 

The  Midwives  attend  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  they  also 
take  part  in  the  Relaxation  Exercises  Clinic  mentioned  above. 

Each  of  these  Midwives  is  fully  qualified,  trained  in  the 
use  of,  and  possesses  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  Equipment  and 
each  is  mobile. 

During  the  year  they  attended  247  confinements,  206 
as  Midwives  and  41  as  Maternity  Nurses.  Only  82  of  these 
patients  asked  for  and  received  the  benefits  of  Gas  and  Air 
Analgesia.  Together  these  Midwives  made  a  total  of  1,792 
Ante-Natal  and  5,663  Post-Natal  visits. 


HOME  NURSING. 

Home  Nurse.  Address  Telephone  No. 

Miss  A.  Middleton  ...17,  South  Rd.,  High  Green  ...  High  Green  325 
(Resigned  30/11/55) 

Mrs.  I.  Rose  ...3,  Rocher  Ave,,  Grenoside.  ...  Ecclesfield  3722 


Miss  R.  M.  Smith  ...“The  Haven,"  Bedford  Rd., 
(District  Nurse  Midwife)  Oughtibridge. 

Mrs.  A.  Woodhead  ...la,  King  St.,  Charlton  Brook, 

Chapeltown. 

Mrs.  A.  White  ...7,  Highfield  Rise,  Srannington, 

Sheffield,  6. 


Mrs.  F.  Needham 

Mrs.  L.  Genders 
(Relief  Home  Nurse 
for  Division) 

Mrs,  H.  G  Radcliffe 
(Appointed  1/12/55) 


...75,  Mill  Road,  Ecclesfield. 

...10,  Hill  Top  Rise, 
Grenoside. 

...  1 7,  South  Road, 

High  Green. 


Oughtibridge  40892 

Ecclesfield  3582 

Sheffield  43688 
Ecclesfield  3365 
Ecclesfield  4171 

High  Green  325 
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During  the  year  Miss  Middleton  left  the  service  on 
being  married  and  was  replaced  by  Mrs.  Radcliffe  (nee 
Peacock,  who  used  to  be  a  Home  Nurse  in  our  district, 
stationed  in  Ecclesfield).  We  were  glad  to  have  her  back  in 
the  district  and  she  is  now  established  in  High  Green. 

These  Nurses  are  well  qualified  and  each  is  mobile. 
During  the  year  they,  together,  made  a  total  of  18,971  visits. 
This  is  an  increase  of  over  2,000  compared  with  the  1954 
figure. 

It  is  obvious,  as  time  passes,  that  the  demands  on  this 
Home  Nursing  Service  are  increasing  steadily.  It  appears  as 
if  the  service  is  beginning  to  become  recognised  as  a  valuable 
factor  in  the  whole  scheme  of  Health  Services.  We  try  to 
provide  a  skilled  Nursing  Service  in  the  patient’s  home  and  we 
think  we  do  so,  but  it  is  a  strain  on  the  present  establishment  of 
Ho  me  Nurses.  I  hope  that  in  the  near  future  there  may  be 
an  increase  in  this  establishment. 

DOMESTIC  HEALTH  SERVICE, 

There  is  still  an  increasing  demand  on  this  service,  and 
we  are  fortunate  in  the  Wortley  Rural  District  to  have  a 
willing  band  of  helpers  to  provide  and  meet  this  demand. 

Applications  for  the  services  of  a  Domestic  Help  are 
made  either  direct  to  me  or  to  the  Health  Visitor.  In  every 
case,  with  the  exception  of  confinement  cases,  the  Health 
Visitor  visits  the  home  to  assess  the  merits  of  the  case.  The 
application  form,  together  with  a  Medical  Certificate  sup¬ 
porting  the  patient’s  claim  for  assistance,  is  sent  to  the 
Divisional  Welfare  Officer  via  this  Office  for  assessment.  In 
the  meantime  the  Domestic  Help  commences  duty  and  stays  at 
the  household  until  such  time  as  the  Health  Visitor  considers 
her  services  are  no  longer  required,  or  alternatively  until  the 
patient  asks  for  the  service  to  cease. 

In  one  or  two  instances  Domestic  Helps  have  been 
employed  at  Tuberculous  households.  Here  the  Domestic 
Help  volunteers  for  this  particular  type  of  case  and  receives 
additional  pay.  Before  undertaking  such  duties  they  are 
medically  examined  by  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician  at  the 
Chest  Clinic  and  at  periodic  intervals  thereafter.  It  is  a 
tribute  to  these  ladies  that  there  is  no  lack  of  volunteers  for 
these  cases. 

During  1955,  a  total  of  50,047  Domestic  Help  hours 
were  provided  in  the  Wortley  Rural  District.  In  all  62 
Domestic  Helps  were  employed,  attending  the  homes  of  248 
cases.  Of  this  total  125  were  continuing  cases  from  1954,  the 
remainder  being  new  ones. 


37 


The  following  statistical  table  indicates  the  details  of  the 

Service* 


General 
Sickness 
over  65 

General 
Sickness 
under  65 

Matern¬ 

ity 

Tubercu¬ 

losis 

Other 

Total 

Colley  . 

41 

7 

11 

2 

— 

61 

Chapeltown 

39 

4 

3 

— 

— 

46 

Ecclesfield 

34 

2 

5 

— 

— 

41 

High  Green 

21 

1 

5 

— 

— 

27 

Grenoside 

11 

2 

2 

— 

1 

16 

Stannington 

3 

1 

11 

— 

— 

15 

Oughtibridge 

6 

3 

3 

— 

— 

12 

Wortley 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Worrall  . 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

6 

Wharncliffe  Side 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tankersley 

4 

2 

— 

1 

— 

7 

Loxley  . 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Bradfield 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Thorpe  Hesley 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TOTALS 

174 

26 

44 

3 

1 

248 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS 

The  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  has 
now  been  functioning  for  well  over  a  year.  The  difficulties 
arising  during  the  transitional  stage  have  been  resolved  and  it 
is  a  tribute  to  the  staff  concerned,  and  especially  the  voluntary 
workers,  that  at  no  time  has  there  been  any  complaint 
regarding  this  service.  The  general  public  are  now  well 
aware  of  the  days  and  times  when  the  Welfare  Foods  can  be 
obtained  and  I  append  below  a  table  showing  the  Distribution 
Centres  covering  the  whole  Division.  You  are  no  doubt 
aware  that  these  commodities  can  be  obtained  at  any  Centre, 
and  not  necessarily  the  ones  established  in  the  district. 
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Address  of  Premises 

Days 

Times 

WORTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT: 
Clinic,  Parish  Hall, 

Oughtibridge  . 

Thursday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Clinic,  Brightholmlee  Chapel, 
Wharncliffe  Side  . . 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Clinic,  Memorial  Hall, 

Worrall 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall, 

Chapeltown 

Wednesday 

1 1 — 12  a.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Clinic,  Methodist  Chapel, 

High  Green 

Tuesday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Clinic,  Gatty  Memorial  Hall, 
Ecclesfield  . .  . 

Monday 

Thursday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Scout  Hall,  Grenoside 

Thursday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Scout  Hall,  Tankersley  . . 

Alternate  Mondays 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  St.  Paul’s  Inst. 
Wheata  Road,  Sheffield,  5 

Tuesday 

1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Knowle  Top,  Stannington 

Wednesday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Congregational  Church,  Loxley  . . 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

STOCKSBRIDGE  URBAN 

DISTRICT: 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

British  Hall,  Stocksbridge 

Tuesday 

Friday 

10 — 12  a.m. 
1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 
1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

PENISTONE  URBAN  DISTRICT: 
Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Shrewsbury  Road,  Penistone 

Monday 

Friday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Mr.  A.  Dyson, 

Town  End,  Thurlstone 

During  Shop  Hours 

PENISTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT: 
Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Golf  Club,  Cawthorne 

Wednesday 

1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

Private  House  and  Shop, 

Mrs.  Laycock,  Grag  Lyn, 
Thurgoland 

On  application  at 
House  or  Shop 
(Except  Sundays) 

Stocksbridge  Co-op  Society, 

Crane  Moor,  Sheffield  . . 

During 

Shop  hours 
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Address  of  Premises 

Days 

Times 

HOYLAND  NETHER  URBAN 

DISTRICT: 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Church  Schoolroom, 

Hoyland  Common 

Thursday 

2—4  pm 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Tuesday 

11  —  12  a.m. 

Miner’s  Welfare  Hall,  Hoyland  . . 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Friday 

11 — 12  a.m. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  there  was  issued  in  the  Wortley 
Rural  District  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December, 
1955,  the  following  commodities  : — 

National  Dried  Milk,  6,478  tins. 

Cod  Liver  Oil,  4,932  bottles. 

Vit.  A.  &  D.  Tablets  (Pkts.  of  45),  1,749  packets. 

Orange  Juice,  23,446  bottles. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1955. 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Rainfall* 

The  total  rainfall  measured  on  the  gauge  at  the  rear  of 
the  Council  Offices  was  24*380  inches. 

The  heaviest  monthly  rainfall  occurred  in  May  when 
3*51  inches  were  recorded.  The  lowest  was  in  August  when 
the  reading  was  0*37  inches.. 

The  total  rainfall  was  substantially  lower  than  that  for 
1954  (36*935  inches)  and  lower  than  the  average  for  the  25 
years  preceding  1952  (28*847  inches). 


Water  Supply* 

Distribution. 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  at  the  year 
end  was  13,326  and  of  this  number  12,907  or  96%  obtain  a 
piped  supply  of  domestic  water  originating  from  one  or  other 
of  the  following  undertakings:  — 

1.  Sheffield  Corporation  Waterworks. 

2.  Wortley  Rural  District  Council  Hallbroom  Supply. 

3.  Wharncliffe  Estates  Waterworks. 

4.  Dearne  Valley  Water  Board. 

5.  Barnsley  Corporation  Waterworks. 

6.  Whitley  Private  Supply. 

Detailed  information  regarding  the  area  of!  distribution 
of  each  supply  is  given  in  the  following  table:  — 
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DISTRICT 

No.  of 
Houses 

No.  on 
Main 

°/c  on 
Main 

Sheff. 

Corp. 

1. 

Hall- 

broom 

2. 

Wharn¬ 

cliffe 

3. 

Dearne 

4. 

Barn¬ 

sley 

5. 

Whit¬ 

ley 

6. 

Ecclesfield 

2396 

2390 

99 

2390 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Colley  . 

1944 

1944 

100 

1944 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chapeltown 

2478 

2469 

99 

2469 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

High  Green 

1032 

1028 

99 

1028 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grenoside 

1201 

1162 

96 

1133 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Thorpe  Hesley 

160 

160 

100 

160 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ecclesfield  Parish 

9211 

9153 

99 

9124 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Wadsley 

41 

39 

95 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Worrall  . 

347 

340 

98 

17 

323 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oughtibridge . 

829 

778 

93 

776 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wharncliffe  Side 

353 

335 

95 

335 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brightholmlee 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Loxley  . 

356 

341 

96 

225 

116 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stannington 

938 

911 

97 

— 

911 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dungworth  . 

116 

109 

94 

— 

109 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Storrs 

30 

30 

100 

— 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

High  Bradfield 

70 

25 

36 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Low  Bradfield 

113 

28 

25 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Midhope 

49 

31 

63 

16 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

Hollow  Meadows 

48 

16 

33 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bradfield  Parish 

3321 

2983 

89 

1477 

1491 

— 

— 

15 

— 

Tankersley  Parish 

607 

607 

100 

127 

— 

320 

100 

60 

— 

Wortley  Parish 

187 

164 

88 

— 

— 

163 

— 

1 

— 

GRAND  TOTALS 

13326 

12907 

96-5 

10728 

1491 

483 

100 

76 

29 
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Characteristics  of  Supplies. 

The  Sheffield  Corporation  Waterworks  supply  10,728 
dwellings  in  the  district  equivalent  to  83-1%  of  all  houses  on  a 
mains  supply. 

The  water  is  from  impounding  reservoirs,  its  acid 
characteristics  being  suitably  corrected  at  the  filter  station.  The 
water  is  chloraminated  before  passing  into  the  trunk  distri¬ 
bution  mains. 

This  Council’s  Bradfield  supply  is  obtained  from  springs 
and  boreholes  at  Hallbroom.  The  spring  water  is  soft  and 
acid  in  character  and  forms  the  bulk  of  the  supply  when  available 
in  the  required  volume.  There  are  two  boreholes,  the  wate: 
from  these  is  fairly  hard,  the  hardness  being  of  a  temporary 
character.  The  water  is  supplied  to  1,491  houses  in  the 
Bradfield  Parish  which  is  equivalent  to  1 1*6%  of  the  total  houses 
on  a  mains  supply. 

The  water  distributed  by  the  Wharncliffe  Estates  is 
obtained  from  an  impounding  reservoir  on  the  Wharncliffe 
Estate  at  Wortley.  In  character  it  is  typical  upland  surface 
water.  The  supply  is  treated  in  pressure  filters  before  entering 
the  distribution  system.  The  water  supplies  483  dwellings  in 
the  Wortley  Parish  and  parts  of  the  Tankersley  Parish 
equivalent  to  3*7%  ofl  the  total  houses  on  mains  supplies  in  the 
district. 

The  Dearne  Valley  Water  Board  supply  100  houses  in 
the  Tankersley  Parish  with  a  mixture  of  borehole  and  upland 
surface  water,  the  latter  being  supplied  by  Sheffield  Corporation. 
The  number  of  houses  supplied  from  this  source  is  equivalent 
to  less  than  1  %  of  the  total  on  a  mains  supply. 

Sixty  houses  in  the  Tankersley  Parish  are  supplied  by 
agreement  from  the  Worsbrough  Mains  which  are  in  turn 
supplied  from  the  Barnsley  Waterworks  with  upland  surface 
water  originating  within  the  Wortley  Rural  District  at  Uppe : 
Midhope.  One  Barnsley  Waterworks  house  in  the  Wortley 
Parish  and  15  houses  at  Midhopestones  are  supplied  from  the 
same  source. 

The  Whitley  Supply  is  impounded  spring  water.  It 
supplies  the  hamlet  of  Whitley  in  the  Ecclesfield  Parish. 


Sufficiency  and  Purity  of  Supplies. 

With  one  exception,  all  mains  supplies  have  been 
sufficient  during  the  year. 
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Some  complaints  of  intermittent'  supply  were  received 
from  residents  in  the  supply  area  of  the  Dearne  Valley  Water 
Board  at  Tankersley.  Appropriate  steps  have  been  taken  by 
the  Board  to  remedy  the  position. 

Routine  samples  from  the  Whitley  supply  taken  towards 
the  year  end  indicated  the  possibility  of  pollution  and  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  matter  is  now  in  progress. 

No  routine  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  from 
the  Council’s  Hallbroom  supply  in  view  of  the  installation  of 
chlorinating  plant  at  the  headworks.  The  plant  was  not  in 
operation  at  the  year  end. 

Nineteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  main 
sources  of  supply  for  bacteriological  examination  and  34 
bacteriological  and  1  chemical  from  private  sources.  Details 
of  the  bacteriological  examinations  are  given  in  the  following 
table  :  — 
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Extension  of  Supplies* 

The  only  extension  of  a  mains  supply  to  existing 
properties  was  at  Skew  Hill,  Grenoside,  where  6  houses 
previously  served  by  polluted  shallow  wells  were  connected 
to  an  extension  of  the  Sheffield  Corporation  main. 

A  substantial  amount  of  time  was  again  spent  in 
investigating  possible  alternative  water  supplies  to  serve  the 
hamlet  of  Coldwell,  Oughtibridge.  A  number  of  water  samples 
were  taken  from  a  possible  source  of  supply  at  Coumes  Wood 
but  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  the  most  satisfactory  solution 
appeared  to  be  a  supply  Urom  Sheffield  Corporation. 

A  scheme  to  supply  Coldwell  and  the  neighbouring 
hamlet  of  Onesacre  from  the  system  installed  at  Folderings  a 
few  years  ago  is  now  under  consideration. 

Investigations  were  also  carried  out  in  respect  of  possible 
improvements  to  water  supplies  at  Grange  Lane,  Thorpe  Hesley; 
Lane  Head,  Grenoside;  and  Cockshutts  Lane,  Oughtibridge. 

Improvements  in  the  water  supply  position  cannot  be 
expected  to  be  spectacular  in  view  of  the  comparatively  small 
scope  remaining  for  such  progress.  The  existing  position  can 
be  considered  to  give  cause  for  satisfaction  but  not  for 
complacency. 


46 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  overall  position  relating  to  sewage  disposal  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  table:  — 
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There  is  again  little  change  from  the  previous  year  s 
position  regarding  houses  not  connected  to  sewers.  The 
principal  unsewered  localities  are  at  Howbrook  in  the  Wortley 
Parish  and  Dungworth  and  Bradfield  in  the  Bradfield  Parish. 
Consideration  has  been  given  to  sewering  part  of  Dungworth 
consequent  upon  the  erection  of  12  additional  council  houses 
in  the  village. 

The  total  number  of  houses  connected  to  sewers  at  the 
year  end  (12,087)  was  equivalent  to  90%  of  the  total  houses 
in  the  district.  The  sewage  from  92%  of  the  houses  connected 
to  sewers  is  dealt  with  at  the  Sheffield  Corporation  Disposal 
works  at  Blackburn  Meadows. 

The  Council  continue  to  operate  works  at  Pilley, 
Wharncliffe  Side  and  Whitley.  No  progress  has  yet  been 
made  with  the  enlargement  of  the  Wharncliffe  Side  Works 
which  are  overloaded. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

General. 

A  refuse  collection  service  was  given  to  all  13,326 
dwellings  in  the  district  during  the  year.  This  figure  represents 
an  increase  ofl  348  houses  over  that  for  1954.  A  service  was 
also  given  to  all  the  schools  in  the  district  and  to  hospitals, 
works  canteens  and  business  premises. 

In  view  of  the  wide  area  covered  and  the  adverse  weather 
conditions  experienced  during  the  winter  months  it  is  inevitable 
that  some  complaints  are  received  regarding  the  service  but  there 
was  no  exceptional  dislocation  at  any  time  in  1955. 

Details  of  the  numbers  and  types  of  receptacles  attended 
to  is  set  out  in  the  following  table:  — 
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Houses  using  Number  of 
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Refuse  Collection* 

The  frequency  of  collection  given  during  normal  periods 
was  as  follows:  — 

Bins  and  pails  in  urbanised  part's  of  the  district — weekly. 

Bins  and  pails  in  outlying  parts  of  the  district — fortnightly. 

Privy  middens  in  all  parts  of  the  district — four/six  weekly. 

The  maximum  number  of  ashbinmen  employed  at  any 
one  time  during  the  year  was  31  and  the  number  of  loader- 
drivers  nine. 

The  number  of  vacancies  arising  in  the  service  during 
the  year  was  11  due  to  the  following  causes:  — 

Employees  leaving  for  more  amenable  and/or  better  paid 
jobs — 7. 

Retirement — 1 . 

Deaths — 3. 

Some  difficulty  was  again  experienced  in  recruiting 
suitable  labour.  Several  new  recruits  needed  only  a  few  days 
experience  to  conclude  that  the  work  was  too  heavy  fbr  the 
wages  paid. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

All  refuse  other  than  the  327  tons  sold  as  salvage  was 
disposed  of  by  tipping  as  follows:  — 


Site 

Owner 

Refuse  Received 
from 

Tip  Men 
employed 

1 

Ecclesfield  Sewage 
Disposal  Works 

Wortley  R.D.C. 

Ecclesfield,  Colley, 
Thorpe  Hesley, 
Grenoside  (part) 

2 

Westwood  Bottom 
High  Green 

Wortley  R.D.C. 

High  Green 
Chapeltown, 
Grenoside,  (part) 
Tankersley 

v 

i-  i 

3 

Peafield  Lane, 

Wortley 

Wharncliffe  Estates 

Wortley 

y 

4 

Haggstones  Road, 
Worrall 

Wortley  R.D.C. 

Westnall  Ward, 
Bradfield  (part) 

\ 

.  1 

5 

Long  Lane, 

Loxley 

Wortley  R.D.C. 

Stannington, 

Loxley, 

Bradfield  (part) 

> 
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Three  tip  fires  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  largest  fire  occurred  at  Ecclesfield  and  required  the 
use  of  mechanical  equipment  in  order  to  segregate  the  burning 
portion  and  ultimately  extinguish  the  fire. 

Two  outbreaks  occurred  on  the  Westwood  Tip  one  of 
which  required  the  use  of  mechanical  equipment.  The  other 
was  discovered  in  its  early  stages  and  dealt  with  manually. 

The  assistance  of  the  fire  brigade  has  been  forthcoming 
to  assist  in  dealing  with  the  fires  but  unless  early  notification 
is  received  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  extinguish  refuse  tip  fires 
solely  by  the  application  of  water. 

The  most  likely  causes  of  these  fires  are  deposition  of 
hot  ash  from  modern  all  night  burning  grates  into  dustbins  just 
prior  to  collection,  and  the  actions  of  trespassers  on  the  tips. 

In  connection  with  the  latter  point  2  prosecutions  have 
been  instituted  under  the  provisions  of  Section  76,  Public  Health 
Act  1936.  Fines  of  20/-  and  5/-  were  imposed  by  the 
Magistrates. 

T  ransport. 

No  new  vehicles  were  acquired  during  the  year.  The 
total  number  of  lorries  employed  on  collection  and  salvage  was 
11.  9  of  these  vehicles  are  used  fbr  full  time  collection,  one 

is  retained  as  a  spare  and  the  oldest  is  used  for  salvage  and 
general  haulage  purposes. 
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Details  of  the  vehicles  are  as  follows  :  — 


Vehicle 

No. 

Make 

Capacity 

Year  of 
Manu¬ 
facture 

District  Served 

1 

S.  &  D. 
Freighter . 

8-9  cu.  yds. 

1947 

Ecclesfield  &  Thorpe  Hesley 

2 

S.  &  D. 
Freighter . 

8-9  cu.  yds. 

1947 

Colley  Ward  (part) 

Ecclesfield  Ward  (part) 

3 

S.  &  D. 
Freighter . 

8-9  cu.  yds. 

1947 

Colley  Ward  (part) 

Ecclesfield  Ward  (part) 
Grenoside  Ward  (part) 

4 

Dennis 

8  cu.  yds. 

1950 

Grenoside  Ward  (part) 
Chapeltown  Ward  (part) 

5 

Dennis 

10  cu.  yds. 

1951 

Chapeltown  Ward  (part) 

High  Green  Ward  (part) 

6 

Dennis 

8  cu.  yds. 

1950 

High  Green  Ward  (part),  Tank- 
ersley  Parish,  Wortley  Parish. 

7 

Dennis 

8  cu.  yds. 

1949 

Stannington,  Dungworth, 

Loxley  (part) 

8 

Dennis 

10  cu.  yds. 

1953 

Westnall  Ward  (part) 

Loxley  (part) 

9 

Dennis 

10  cu.  yds. 

1952 

Bradfield  Parish  (outlying 
parts) 

10 

Dennis 

8  cu.  yds. 

1943 

Spare  Vehicle 

11 

Fordson 

7  cu.  yds. 

1937 

Salvage  &  Gen.  Haulage  Vehicle 

Provision  is  being  made  in  the  1956/57  estimates  for 
replacement  of  vehicles  numbered  10  and  11. 

No  progress  has  been  made  in  the  establishment  of  a 
depot'  for  refuse  collection  vehicle  garaging  and  maintenance. 
This  matter  has  been  referred  to  in  the  report  since  1951. 


Welfare  Facilities. 

There  are  obvious  limitations  to  the  welfare  facilities 
which  can  be  made  available  to  refuse  collection  personnel  in 
a  scattered  area  of  approximately  50,000  acres. 
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Protective  clothing  is  supplied  in  the  form  of  overcoats, 
overalls,  gloves  and  gumboots. 

The  existing  working  arrangement's-  whereby  the  ash- 
binmen  are  permitted  to  finish  when  their  daily  target  has  been 
reached  and  to  take  a  meal  during  their  working  time, 
recompense  substantially  for  the  lack  of  other  welfare  facilities. 


Costing* 

The  nett  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1955,  was  £20,743.  Income  from  salvage 
is  not  taken  into  account  in  arriving  at  this  figure. 

This  cost  represents  a  reduction  compared  with  1954  of 
£550  and  the  reduction  is  accounted  for  basically 

(a)  By  the  provision  of  a  new  vehicle  in  1953  which  was 

included  in  the  1954  costing  figure  (£1,325),  and 

(b)  By  increased  waqe  costs  in  1955  equivalent  to  approx¬ 
imately  £750. 

The  estimated  population  figure  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General  excluding  the  resident  population  at  the 
Middlewood  Mental  Hospital  was  43,405. 

Empty  food  containers  only  are  removed  from  this 
hospital,  there  being  a  refuse  incinerator  within  the  curtilage 
of  the  institution. 

Utilising  the  figures  quoted  above,  comparative  costings 
are  as  follows  :  — 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  Statistics  and  Costing. 
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Provision  of  Dustbins* 

The  number  of  formal  notices  served  during  the  year 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936 
and  Section  69  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General 
Powers)  Act  1951,  for  the  provision  ofl  suitable  dustbins  was 
106  of  which  6  were  outstanding  at  the  year  end. 

Requests  for  the  supply  of  57  bins  from  private  house¬ 
holders  without  service  of  notice  were  dealt  with  and  94  bins 
were  supplied  to  Council  houses. 

Privy  Conversions* 

During  the  year  19  privies  were  replaced  by  19  water 
closets,  the  total  Council  contribution  amounting  to  £494/2/6d. 
or  an  average  of  approximately  £26  per  conversion.  All  these 
replacements  were  carried  out  voluntarily  by  the  owners. 

No  further  progress  can  be  made  with  the  enforced 
elimination  of  the  outstanding  828  privies  and  pails  unless 
additional  sewerage  schemes  are  embarked  upon. 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation* 

Surveys  of  the  Ecclesfield.  Chapeltown,  High  Green  and 
Grenoside  parts  of  the  district  have  now  been  completed  with 
a  view  to  achieving  separate  sanitary  accommodation  for  each 
house.  Notices  were  served  in  1952  and  1953  in  respect  of 
Ecclesfield  and  Chapeltown  and  the  Ecclesfield  notices  were 
all  complied  with  by  the  end  of  1954.  9  W.C.’s  were  provided 

in  Chapeltown  and  7  at  High  Green  during  the  year  under 
review. 


Only  4  notices  at  Chapeltown  and  10  at  High  Green 
were  outstanding  at  the  year  end. 

Salvage  of  Waste* 

The  commodities  salvaged  and  disposed  of  during  1955 
comprised  waste  paper,  ferrous  and  non-ferrous  metals,  and 
rags.  Waste  paper  is  the  principal  single  commodity  salvaged 
and  the  total  weight  ofl  280  tons  for  the  year  easily  beats  the 
record  collection  achieved  last  year  (235  tons).  There  has  been 
an  unrestricted  market  during  the  whole  year  and  prospects  at 
the  year  end  indicated  that  1956  will  show  still  higher 
collections. 

The  following  table  gives  comparative  statistics  relating 
to  salvage  operations  in  1955:  — 
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Salvage  Statistics  1955 

Salvage  Statistics  1954 

Commodity 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q. 

Value 
£  s. 

d. 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q. 

Value 
£  s. 

d. 

Paper  (Coun.  coll.) 

280 

7 

2 

2211 

3 

6 

235 

5 

3 

1559 

19 

2 

Scrap  (Ferrous)  . 

8 

17 

3 

50 

19 

0 

2 

8 

0 

13 

8 

6 

Scrap  (Non-Ferr.) 

15 

0i 

101 

4 

0 

1 

3-t 

J  2 

6 

17 

2 

Scrap  (Tins) 

32 

14 

2 

97 

3 

6 

29 

15 

1 

90 

15 

9 

Rags 

4 

11 

0 

92 

11 

0 

3 

16 

3 

74 

5 

0 

TOTALS 

327 

5 

3± 

2553 

1 

0 

271 

7 

?1 
■—  2 

1745 

5 

7 

The  total  quantity  of  refuse  disposed  of  as  salvage  since 
the  inception  of  the  campaign  in  1939  is  shown  hereunder:  — 


INCOME 

EXPENDITURE 

Quantity 

Amount 

Commodity 

Sold 

Received 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper  (Coun.  coll.) 

2299 

10 

li 

15741 

14 

8 

Wages 

...7863 

8 

0 

Paper  (Priv.  Coll.)  a 

15 

7 

3 

3 

5 

5 

Materials 

666 

17 

4 

1153 

12 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Machinery 

59 

5 

10 

Scrap  (Ferrous)  . 

190 

4 

l 

524 

6 

7 

Publicity 

109 

8 

3 

Scrap  (Non-Ferr.) 

5 

19 

21 
— '4 

293 

2 

10 

Transport 

1 

9 

6 

Scrap  (Tins) 

249 

18 

3 

405 

2 

7 

Rentals  and 

Rates 

68 

8 

9 

Rags 

93 

9 

0* 

1253 

14 

8 

Insurance 

...  3 

15 

7 

Bones 

61 

12 

33 

267 

7 

8 

Total 

8772 

13 

3 

Bottles,  Jars  & 

Cullett 

34 

19 

23 

216 

12 

5 

Balance 

10048 

5 

8 

Rubber 

9 

13 

1 

24 

3 

1 

2 

Twine 

10 

03 

2 

10 

11 

Board  of  Trade 

Grant 

88 

18 

0 

GRAND  TOTALS 

4114 

18 

i 

18820 

18 

11  i 

j 

♦ 

18820 

18 

11 

The  revised  bonus  scheme  introduced  in  1952  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  use  during  the  year  and  a  total  sum  of  £15/10/ Od . 
was  paid  to  each  employee  with  a  full  year’s  service, 
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HOUSING. 


New  Development. 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  at  the  year 
end  was  13,326,  showing  a  nett  increase  of  348  over  the  figure 
of  12,978  at  the  end  of  1954. 

The  total  number  of  new  dwellings  completed  during 
the  year  was  432.  The  number  of  dwellings  demolished  or 
otherwise  put  out  of  use  was  84. 

Details  of  these  changes  are  set  out  hereunder:  — 

New  dwellings  built  by  Wortley  R.D.  Council  ...  ...  168 

New  dwellings  built  by  Sheffield  Corporation  ...  ...  159 

New  dwellings  built  by  private  enterprise  ...  ...  105 


Total  new  houses 

Dwellings  demolished  or  otherwise  put  out  of  use 

Nett  increase 

Total  houses  at  31st  December,  1954 


432 

84 


...  348 

...  12,978 


Total  houses  at  31st  December,  1955 


13,326 


The  168  houses  built  by  the  Council  included  16  A.P. 
Bungalows,  30  flats  and  8  flats  over  shops  and  were  located 
as  follows  :  — 


District 

Houses 

Flats 

Bungalows 

Total 

Chapeltown 

64 

34* 

16 

114 

Grenoside 

— 

4* 

— 

4 

Stannington 

50 

— 

— 

50 

TOTAL 

114 

38 

16 

168 

*  4  shops  at  Grenoside  and  4  at  Chapeltown. 

The  houses  built  by  Sheffield  Corporation  were  in  the 
Ecclesfield  and  Grenoside  Wards  as  follows:  — 


Ecclesfield  Ward  ...  22 

Grenoside  Ward  ...  137 
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The  revised  ward  distribution  of  Sheffield  Corporation  s 
Parson.  Cross  extension  development  is  now  as  follows  :  — 


Ward 

Dwellings  built 
1940-1954 

Dwellings  built 
1955 

Total  Number 
of  Dwellings 

Ecclesfield 

847 

22 

869 

Colley  . 

1,944 

— 

1,944 

Grenoside 

140 

137 

277 

TOTALS 

2,931 

159 

3,090 

The  dwellings  erected  by  private  enterprise  are  localised 
as  follows  :  — 

District'  Number  of  Houses 


Chapeltown 

1  R 

•  •  •  •••  •••  X  w 

Ecclesfield 

•  ••  •••  •  •  •  l  0 

High  Green 

•  *  *  6 

Grenoside 

27 

Tankersley 

9 

•  ••  •••  •••  y 

Wortley 

2 

•  ••  ♦  •  •  ••• 

Stannington 

17 

•  ••  •••  •  •  •  A# 

Dungworth 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •••  \ 

Oughtibridge 

•  ••  •  •  •  8 

Worrall 

2 

•  •  •  A/ 

Loxley 

4 

•  ••  •••  •••  A 

High  Bradfield 

•  ••  •••  •••  1 

Total 


105 


The  complete  picture  of  new  development  and  loss  of 
accommodation  is  shown  by  the  following  table:  — 


District 

New 

Dwellings 

1955 

Total 

Addit¬ 

ional 

Houses 

Houses 
put  out 
of  use 

Nett 

Increase 

Wortley 

R.D.C. 

Sheff. 

Corp’n 

Private 

Enter¬ 

prise 

Ecclesfield 

— 

22 

10 

32 

5 

27 

Chapeltown 

114 

— 

18 

132 

74* 

58 

High  Green 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

6 

Grenoside 

4 

137 

27 

168  . 

— 

168 

Tanker  sley 

— 

— 

9 

9 

1 

8 

Wortley  . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Stannington 

50 

— 

17 

67 

2 

65 

Dungworth  — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Oughtibridge 

— 

— 

8 

8 

— 

8 

Worrall  . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Loxley  . 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

4 

Brightholmlee  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—1 

High  Bradfield  — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

168 

159 

105 

432 

84 

348 

*  Includes  71  Bracken  Hill  Adapted  Dwellings. 
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Housing  Development  since  1920* 

During  the  period  1920/1955  the  Council  have  been 
responsible  for  the  erection,  adaptation  or  acquisition  of  2,671 
dwellings  of  the  following  types. 


Permanent  Estate  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,286 


Prefabricated  Permanent  Bungalows  ...  ...  18 

Prefabricated  Temporary  Bungalows  ...  ...  80 

Adapted  Hutment's  at  Bracken  Hill,  Potter  Hill 

and  Worrall  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Adapted  House  at  Grenoside  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dwelling  acquired  under  Housing  Acts  at 

Ecclesfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Hutments  at  Ecclesfield,  Chapeltown,  and 
High  Green  which  are  now  either 
demolished  or  disused  as  dwellings  ...  ...  105 


TOTAL  ...  2,671 


The  Council  also  control  7  other  dwellings  at:  — 

Ecclesfield  Sewage  Disposal  Works  (2),  Tankersley  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  (1),  Glen  Howe  Park  (1),  Council  Offices  (1), 
and  two  other  dwellings  acquired  at  Ecclesfield. 

Transfer  of  tenants  from  Bracken  Hill  Adapted 
Hutment's  continued  and  71  were  vacated  during  the  year 
making  a  total  of  78  since  demolition  began. 

Private  enterprise  has  been  responsible  for  the  erection 
of  2,510  houses  in  the  district  during  the  same  period. 

Sheffield  Corporation  have  further  developed  the  Parson 
Cross  Estate  within  the  rural  district  involving  the  erection  of 
3,090  dwellings  since  1940  including  the  new  development  now 
taking  place  a  FoxhilL 

An  overall  picture  of  development  during  the  last  35 
years  is  given  by  the  following  table:  — 
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Slum  Clearance,  Improvements  and  Repairs, 

This  year  has  marked  the  re-commencement  of  large 
scale  slum  clearance.  Since  1946  ninety  dwellings  have  been 
put  out  ofl  use  by  means  of  demolition  orders  or  official  under¬ 
takings  but  no  clearance  areas  have  been  declared  in  the  district 
since  1937. 

It  was  necessary  to  carry  out  a  further  survey  of  housing 
conditions  throughout  the  district  in  order  to  apply  the  new 
standard  of  unfitness  introduced  in  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act  1954. 

A  clearance  programme  was  drawn  up  on  the  results  of 
the  survey  and  this  was  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  is  now  in 
course  of  implementation.  The  relevant  parts  of  the  approved 
programme  are  as  follows  :  — 

Part  1.  The  total  problem. 

{ 1 )  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  within  the 
meaning  of  section  9  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954 
and  suitable  for  action  under  section  1 1  or  section  25  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  600 

(2)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for  the 

demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (1)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 — 12 

Part  2.  Orders  already  made  etc. 

(3)  Number  of  houses  in  (1)  in  clearance  areas  and  already  covered 
by  operative  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  or  owned 
by  the  local  authority 

(4)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas  and  for 
which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  have  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Minister  but  have  not  yet  become  operative  ... 

Part  3.  Action  i!n  the  first  five  years. 

(5)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas  and  for 
which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  are  to  be  made 
or  which  are  to  be  purchased  by  agreement  within  the  five  years 

(6)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  clearance  areas 
still  to  be  cleared  and  which  within  the  five  years  will  be  owned 
by  the  local  /authority  or  will  have  been  included  in  a  clearance 
order  or  a  compulsory  purchase  order  submitted  to  the  Minister 

(7)  Number  of  houses  under  (3),  (4),  (5)  and  (6)  to  be  patched 
if  necessary  and  retained  within  the  five  years  under  section  2 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  /and  Rents  Act  1954  for  temporary 
accommodation 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

25C 

Nil 
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250 


(8)  Number  of  houses  under  (3),  (4),  (5)  and  (6)  to  be  demolished 
in  the  five  years 

(9)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already  comprised  in  operative 

demolition  orders)  to  be  demolished  in  the  five  years  as  ia  result 
of  action  under  section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  30 


The  first  year’s  clearance  programme  comprised  49 
houses  represented  in  seven  areas  as  follows  :  — 


1.  Grenoside  (Cupola  Lane)  Clearance  Order 

2.  High  Green  (Jeffcock  Place)  Clearance  Order 

3.  Chapeltown  (Greenhead  Lane  and  Chapel  Square) 

Clearance  Order . 

4.  Chapeltown  (Cowley  Lane)  Clearance  Order 

5.  Thorpe  Hesley  (Hesley  Lane)  Clearance  Order 

6.  Ecclesfield  (St.  Mary’s  Lane)  Clearance  Order  ... 

7.  Ecclesfield  (Stocks  Hill)  Clearance  Order 


5  houses 

4  houses 

13  houses 
1 1  houses 
9  houses 

5  houses 
2  houses 


Clearance  Orders  were  submitted  to  the  Minister  for 
confirmation  in  respect  of  all  these  areas  but  no  information 
regarding  objections  had  been  received  at  the  year  end. 

One  of  the  effects  of  the  increasing  standard  of  pros¬ 
perity  in  the  country  has  been  the  demand  for  a  higher  standard 
of  housing  accommodation  and  this  is  also  reflected  in  the 
gradual  lowering  of  the  average  number  of  persons  per 
dwelling. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  in  1937  in 
this  district  was  3*54  and  the  average  number  of  persons  in  the 
159  houses  dealt  with  by  clearance  in  the  same  year  was  exactly 
the  same.  In  the  49  houses  dealt  with  this  year,  the  average 
density  was  2-65  persons  per  house  compared  with  the  average 
for  the  district  of  3*25.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  a  drift  of  single  persons  with  limited  incomes 
into  the  lowest  rented  poor  type  houses  in  the  district  from 
which  the  clearance  programme  is  formulated.  Comparable 
statistics  illustrating  this  point  are  set  out  hereunder:  — 
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Forty-nine  houses  is  perhaps  a  small  number  on  which 
to  base  conclusions  and  it  will  therefore  be  of  interest  to  note 
whether  subsequent  programmes  confirm  the  position. 

At  the  year  end  there  were  13  occupied  houses  the 
subject  of  demolition  orders,  closing  orders,  or  undertakings, 
and  37  vacant  houses  covered  by  operative  clearance, 
demolition  or  compulsory  purchase  orders.  Disposition  of  these 
slum  clearance  houses  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Locality 

Existing  Houses 
Condemned 

No.  of 
Houses 
Occupied 

No.  of 
Houses 
Vacant 

A 

Before  1940 

B 

After  1940 

Ecclesfield  . 

— 

7 

2 

5 

Chapeltown 

— 

11 

2 

9 

High  Green 

3 

5 

— 

8 

Grenoside  . 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Oughtibridge 

2 

6 

4 

4 

Stannington 

1 

8 

3 

6 

Hollowmeadows  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Bradfield  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

10 

40 

13 

37 

Improvement  Grants* 

The  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants 
received  during  the  year  was  35  involving  40  houses. 

Seventeen  applications  were  approved,  nine  refused, 
three  withdrawn  and  six  were  under  consideration  at  the  year 
end. 

Seven  improvement  schemes  were  completed  during  the 
year  involving  10  houses. 

During  the  course  of  the  housing  survey  fbr  clearance 
purposes  attention  was  also  given  to  the  position  in  the  district 
regarding  fixed  baths.  Although  it  was  not  possible  to  visit 
every  home,  a  reasonably  accurate  picture  was  obtained.  The 
overall  percentage  of  houses  with  baths  in  the  district  was 
found  to  be  66%  compared  with  the  national  average  of 
approximately  60%.  This  leaves  substantial  scope  for  improve¬ 
ment  grants. 
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Some  consideration  was  given  by  the  Council  to  the 
acquisition  ol  a  block  of  property  typical  of  a  type  commonly 
found  in  the  district  with  a  view  to  carrying  out  a  model 
improvement  scheme  as  an  incentive  to  property  owners  but 
a  suitable  pur  :hase  had  not  been  made  at  the  year  end. 

Repairs* 

The  use  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  to  deal 
with  disrepair  and  other  forms  of  unfitness  in  dwellinghouses 
was  continued  during  the  year  on  a  slightly  modified  basis  due 
to  the  considerable  time  involved  in  the  housing  survey. 

The  number  of  applications  received  from  tenants  for 
certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954  was  5  and  certificates  were  granted 
in  5  cases.  13  revocation  certificates  were  granted  to  owners. 

There  are  indications  that  very  little  use  will  be  made 
by  property  owners  in  the  district  of  the  rent  increase  provisions 
of!  the  Act. 

Further  information  regarding  housing  inspection  and 
action  taken  thereon  is  set  out  hereunder. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 

1.  (ia)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  567 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  1100 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above), 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  250 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  needing  further  action  : — 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  455 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a)  above),  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  112 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  76 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  Housing  Act  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  28 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  5 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

1.  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwellinghouses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

2a.'  Undertakings  accepted  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  old 

and  new  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

4.  Housing  Act  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcorwding  during  the  year  ...  ...  1 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  ...  20 
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Moveable  Dwellings, 

The  total  number  of  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district 
at  the  year  end  was  139  showing  a  slight  increase  on  1954  when 
the  number  was  131. 

Distribution  of  the  dwellings  is  shown  in  the  following 
table :  — 


Parish 

Situation 

Total 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

Type  of  Dwelling 

Trailer 

Van 

Shed 

Bradfield 

Upper  Midhope  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Hollowmeadows 

38 

17 

3 

18 

Low  Bradfield 

3 

1 

1 

1 

High  Bradfield 

9 

1 

1 

7 

Bradfield  Dale 

5 

— 

1 

4 

Worrall 

11 

8 

— 

3 

Loxley  &  Holdworth 

4 

1 

— 

3 

Stannington 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Dungworth 

20 

— 

2 

18 

Ughiil 

13 

— 

2 

11 

Oughtibridge  & 
Wharncliffe  Side 

4 

4 

Folderings 

3 

— 

1 

2 

Ewden  Valley 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Ecclesfield 

Chapeltown 

1 

— 

1 

— 

High  Green 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Thorpe  Hesley 

4 

3 

1 

— 

Grenoside 

11 

11 

— 

— 

Tankersley 

Hoyland  Common 
and  Westwood 

6 

5 

1 

— 

TOTALS 

139 

54 

15 

70 

During  the  year  36  applications  for  licences  or  renewals 
were  received  to  cover  the  stationing  and  use  of  moveable 
dwellings  within  the  district.  The  applications  were  dealt  with 
as  follows  :  — 


Number  of  new  applications  received 
Number  of  renewal  applications  received 
Applications  refused 
Applications  withdrawn 
Appeals  against  refusal 


21 

15 

8 

2 


Verminous  Premises. 

During  the  year,  379  visits  have  been  made  to  370 
premises  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  for  eradication  of  insect 
pests.  Further  details  are  set  out  on  the  following  table:  — 
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Ward 

Premises 

Inspected 

Total 

Visits 

Pr 

Vera 

emises  foi 
ninous  du 

and 
e  to 

Treatment 

by 

Council 

Private 

Council 

Private 

Bugs 

Cock¬ 

roaches 

Other 

Insects 

Council 

Private 

Chapeltown 

80 

46 

80 

46 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

High  Green 

56 

18 

59 

18 

2 

11 

— 

13 

— 

Ecclesfield . 

17 

22 

17 

22 

1 

4 

3 

8 

— 

Colley 

— 

17 

— 

17 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Grenoside 

4 

10 

4 

10 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Tankersley 

10 

16 

10 

16 

— 

4 

1 

5 

— 

Wortley  . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Westnall  . 

16 

11 

22 

11 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Stannington 

20 

21 

20 

21 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Loxley 

3 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

206 

164 

215 

164 

4 

22 

14 

40 

— 

Although  the  number  of  premises  inspected  during  the 
year  showed  a  slight  increase  on  the  1954  figure  there  was  a 
substantial  reduction  in  the  number  ofl  infestations  found. 

Insect's  dealt  with  in  addition  to  bed  bugs  and  cock¬ 
roaches  have  included  crickets,  silverfish,  fleas,  ants  and  wasps. 

38  requests  were  received  from  the  Sheffield  Corporation 
Housing  Manager  for  inspection  of  furniture  in  houses  within 
the  district  prior  to  mutual  exchanges  or  allocation  of  new 
tenancies.  The  number  of  privately  owned  houses  involved 
was  15,  Sheffield  Corporation  houses  21  and  houses  owned  by 
this  Council  2. 

Routine  inspection  for  cleanliness  and  insect  infestation 
are  carried  out  in  all  changes  of  tenancy  involving  Council 
houses. 


Gammexane  and  D.D.T.  in  various  forms  were  again 
the  principal  insecticides  used  to  deal  with  infestations. 

The  Council  s  operative  carried  out  the  disinfestation 
work  in  his  usual  efficient  and  conscientious  manner. 
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Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice. 

A  total  of  1634  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  rat  and  mouse  destruction  in  the  district. 
Th  is  figure  includes  830  visits  made  in  connection  with  the 
baiting  and  recording  of  sewer  treatments. 

The  following  table  gives  further  details  in  respect  of 
surface  infestations  only:  — 


Ward 

No.  of 
Visits 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Treatments 

Chapeltown 

160 

57 

42 

High  Green 

101 

20 

17 

Ecclesfield 

159 

48 

38 

Colley  . 

30 

10 

8 

Grenoside 

62 

23 

17 

Tankers]  ey 

47 

15 

12 

Wortley  . 

45 

14 

12 

Westnall 

110 

26 

17 

Stannington 

29 

11 

9 

Loxley  . 

54 

9 

7 

Thorpe  Hesley 

7 

3 

2 

TOTAL 

804 

236 

181 

Regular  periodic  treatment  has  been  continued  on  the 
20  Council  properties  such  as  refuse  tips,  salvage  depots,  sewage 
disposal  works,  etc.  A  number  of  requests  have  been  received 
for  the  services  of  the  Council’s  operative  on  agricultural 
premises  and  results  in  these  cases  have  been  quite  satisfactory 
although  with  the  introduction  of  Warfarin  many  farmers  are 
now  satisfactorily  dealing  with  their  own  infestations. 

Two  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
as  recommended  by  the  Ministry. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
has  again  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  Planning  and  Advisory 
Workable  Area  Committee  covering  the  Sheffield,  Rotherham, 
Barnsley  and  Doncaster  areas. 
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A  copy  of  the  report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  the 
twelve  months  period  ended  31st  March,  1956,  is  set  out 
hereunder  :  — 


* 

Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricultural 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(incl  uding 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total 
of  Cols. 
(1),  (2) 
&(3) 

1  No.  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District 

20 

13,326 

820 

14,166 

386 

2  No.  of  properties  inspected  as 
a  result  of  : 

(a)  Notification  . 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  ( e.g .  when  vis¬ 

ited  primarily  for  some 
other  purpose)  . 

96 

26 

122 

20 

38 

— 

58 

43 

382 

256 

638 

25 

3  Total  inspections  carried  out 
including  re-lnspections  . 

172 

992 

645 

1,809 

104 

4  No.  of  properties  inspected 

which  were  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  : 

( Major  . 

(a)  Rats  |  Minor  . 

(b)  Mice  I  Maj°r  . 

( Minor  . 

6 

60 

9 

75 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

66 

17 

84 

2 

5  No.  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  L.A. 

7 

126 

26 

159 

10 

6  Total  treatments  carried  out 
including  re-treatments 

19 

133 

26 

178 

10 

7  No.  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4  of  the  Act  : 

(a)  Treatment  . 

(b)  Structural  Work 

(i.e.  Proofing)  . 

_ 

_ 

___ . 

_ 

_ 

8  No.  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  following 
the  issue  of  a  notice  under 
Section  4  of  the  Act . 

9  Legal  Proceedings  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  No.  of  “  Block  ”  control 
schemes  carried  out 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Infectious  Diseases, 


Reports  and  Disinfestation, 

During  the  year,  visits  of  enquiry  have  been  made  by  the 
Health  Department'  staff  in  respect  of  the  following  reported 
cases  of  notifiable  disease:  — 


Scarlet  Fever 

22 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

Dysentery 

26 

Poliomyelitis 

19 

Typhoid  Fever 

3 

Paratyphoid 

3 

Salmonella  Typhimurium  ... 

3 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  as  appropriate. 

Additional  visits  have  also  been  made  in  connection  with 
suspected  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  involving 
the  collection  and  delivery  of  pathological  specimens  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Nuisances. 

During  the  year  520  visits  were  made  for  the  detection 
and  abatement  of  nuisances  and  supervision  of  work  in  progress. 
Visit’s  in  connection  with  nuisances  involving  housing  repairs 
are  accounted  for  in  the  Housing  section  of  the  report. 

The  number  of  nuisances  investigated  was  121  and 


comprised  :  — 

Choked  and  defective  drains  ...  68 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences  ...  19 

Nuisances  from  keeping  animals  ...  2 

Overflowing  cesspools  and  filters  ...  8 

Offensive  accummulations  ...  12 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  6 


Total  ...  121 


There  were  10  nuisances  outstanding  from  1954  making 
a  total  of  131  requiring  abatement.  Five  nuisances  were 
outstanding  at  the  year  end. 

78  informal  and  4  statutory  notices  were  served  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  abatement  of  nuisances  The  remaining 
nuisances,  principally  choked  drains,  were  dealt  with  without 
service  of  notice.  It  was  necessary  to  go  to  Court  on  one 
occasion  in  connection  with  an  appeal  against  a  notice  to  carry 
out  remedial  works  to  a  private  sewer. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution* 

The  number  of  smoke  observations  carried  out  during 
the  year  was  45.  No  fbrmal  notices  were  served  but'  it  was 
found  necessary  to  interview  the  management  on  6  occasions 
in  respect  of  excessive  smoke  emission  at  4  factories. 

Atmospheric  pollution  recording  apparatus  was  main¬ 
tained  in  operation  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  as  follows 


(1)  Smoke  filter  recording  daily  suspended  matter  in  the 
atmosphere.  This  apparatus  is  sited  at  the  Council  Offices. 


(2)  Deposit  Gauge  recording  monthly  deposits  of  heavier 
particles  settling  out  from  the  atmosphere.  This  is  sited 
at  Hailwood  Hospital. 


(3)  Lead  Peroxide  Gauge  recording  monthly  the  presence  of 
sulphur  in  the  atmosphere.  This  apparatus  is  also  sited 
at  Hailwood  Hospital. 


*  Measurements  recorded  by  the  instruments  are  set  out 
in  the  following  table  :  — 


Month 

Smoke  Filter 

Deposit  Gauge 

Lead  Peroxide 
Gauge 

Average  Daily 
Filtrate 

Monthly 

Deposit 

Average  Daily 
Concentration 

mg/m3 

Tons  per  sq.  mile 

mg  S  O  3/100  cm. 

January  . 

0120 

9-64 

1-53 

February  . 

0199 

9  41 

2-10 

March 

0111 

8-04 

1-27 

April  . 

0125 

10-83* 

1-02 

May  . 

0114 

1601 

0-54 

June 

0136 

13-78 

0-51 

July  . 

0  095 

8-21 

0-75 

August  . 

0.163 

7-24 

0-44 

September 

0  090 

10-04 

0-73 

October 

0123 

11-34 

0-66 

November 

0-214 

11-11 

2-00 

December 

0-237 

14-28 

3-50 

Full  year  1955 

0-144 

129-93 

1-25 

Full  year  1954 

0-105 

117-79 

0-87 

Full  year  1953 

0-110 

88*51 

0-71 

Full  year  1952 

0-119 

113-69 

0-79 

*  No  record,  rubber  tubing  rotted,  average  monthly  deposit  taken  for  this 
month. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1937. 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  district  at  the  year  end 
was  95.  Further  details  and  location  of  the  factories  is  shown 
in  the  following  table:  — 
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Location 

Ecclesfield  . 

Chapeltown 

High  Green 

Grenoside 

Tankersley  .... 

Wortley 

Stannington 

Oughtibridge 

Loxley 

Bradfield 

TOTALS . 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  factories  was  90.  Sanitary 
conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  satis  factory  and  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation 
Regulations.  It  was  necessary  to  make  informal  approaches  to 
the  management  of  7  factories  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory 
conditions.  3  of  these  matters  had  been  attended  to  at  the  year 
end. 
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Food  Preparation,  Sale  and  Distribution. 


Milk. 


The  number  of  registered  milk  distributors  operating  in 
the  district  at  the  year  end  was  35.  Producer-ret'ailers  are 
registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
and  not  by  the  local  authority. 

The  number  of  licences  in  force  for  the  retail  sale  of 
milk  under  Special  Designations  were  as  follows  :  — 


Designation 

Licences  Issued 

Dealers 

Supplementary 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

53 

9 

Pasteurised  . 

54 

9 

Sterilised  . 

9 

4 

Ice  Cream. 

The  total  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  was  67.  These  included 
1  manufacturer,  2  producer-retailers,  and  64  retailers.  The 
number  of1  inspections  during  the  year  was  109. 

31  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
with  the  following  results:  — 


Provisional 

No.  of 

Grade 

Samples 

Grade  I 

19 

Grade  II 

5 

Grade  III 

7 

Grade  IV  . 

— 

Investigations  were  made  in  connection  with  Grade  III 
Samples  and  suitable  steps  were  taken  by  the  manufacturers 
to  correct  faults. 

The  premises  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory 
from  the  point  of  view  of  hygiene. 
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Meat* 


The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district 
during  the  year  was  2,890  including  4  pigs  slaughtered  on 
private  premises  for  home  use. 

Although  it  was  not  possible  to  arrange  for  attendance 
at  slaughterhouses  during  actual  slaughtering,  post-mortem 
inspections  of  every  animal  slaughtered  has  been  carried  out 
involving  551  visits  during  the  period. 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  diseased  conditions 
found  are  set  out  in  the  following  table:  — 


t 
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Number  of  Slaughterhouses  Used  —  6.  Total  Number  of  Visits  —  551. 


Slaughtered  and  Inspected 

Surrendered  and  Destroyed 

Number 

Number 

Total 

Animal 

Inspected 

Diseased 

Beast 

Sheep 

Pig 

Calf 

Wgt. 

(lbs.) 

Beast  . 

867 

306 

Carcases  (whole) 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2054 

Sheep  . 

1357 

15 

Carcases  (part) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs 

613 

42 

Heads  . 

47 

— 

10 

— 

734 

Calves  . 

47 

1 

Lungs  . 

165 

6 

16 

— 

1668 

Goats  . 

2 

— 

Hearts  . 

43 

— 

9 

— 

431 

Pigs  killed 
on  private 

1 

Livers  . 

118 

8 

22 

848 

premises 

4 

Mesenteries 

26 

3 

7 

— 

252 

Udders  . 

53 

— 

— 

— 

506 

Miscellaneous  . 

21 

1 

3 

— 

199 

TOTALS 

2890 

365 

6692 

The  59^  cwts.  of  carcase  and  offal  flound  to  be  diseased 
was  surrendered  by  the  owners  and  was  disposed  of  either  by 
incineration  (small  quantities  of  offal),  or  by  treatment  by 
arrangement  at  the  Sheffield  Corporation  Abattoir  bye-products 
plant.  Removal  of  the  meat  and  offal  was  carried  out  by 
Council  transport.  Owners  were  paid  any  surplus  income  from 
the  salvage  value  of  the  meat  after  deduction  of  transport  costs. 

The  principal  disease  encountered  was  tuberculosis. 
More  detailed  information  is  given  in  the  following  table:  — 
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Routine  masseter,  heart  and  thick  diaphragm  incisions 
have  again  been  made  for  the  detection  of  cysticercus  bovis,  but 
no  case  had  been  noted  at  the  year  end. 

Butchers  using  the  slaughterhouses  have  been  very  help¬ 
ful  in  assisting  the  sanitary  inspectors  in  their  inspection  duties 
and  the  premises  have  generally  been  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  of  cleanliness. 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  at  the  year  end  was 
69.  There  are  32  butchers’  shops  in  the  district  and  the  general 
standard  of  hygiene  is  satisfactory. 


Other  Foods. 

The  number  of  other  types  of  food  shops  in  the  district 
at  the  year  end  was  299.  Localisation  and  classification  of  all 
food  premises  is  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 
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6 

— 

13 

2 

73 

14 

Chapeltown  . 

7 

6 

37 

2 

6 

3 

19 

— 

80 

16 

High  Green  . 

2 

5 

19 

1 

3 

— 

10 

— 

40 

12 

G  renoside  . 

3 

2 

8 

1 

2 

— 

6 

1 

23 

6 

Thorpe  Hesley  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

Ecclesfield  Parish 

23 

19 

97 

7 

17 

3 

50 

3 

219 

48 

Oughtibridge 

3 

1 

17 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

29 

6 

Whamcliffe  Side 

— 

1 

4 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

8 

1 

Worrall  . 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

7 

2 

Loxley  . 

Stannington  1 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

9 

2 

Dungworth  .  f 

Storrs  j 

4 

1 

12 

1 

1 

— 

8 

— 

27 

3 

Rest  of  Bradfield 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

14 

1 

Bradfield  Parish 

8 

4 

48 

1 

2 

1 

30 

— 

94  j 

! 

15 

Tankf.rsley  Parish 

1 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

13  | 

Wortley  Parish 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5  }  _ 

TOTALS 

32 

23 

156 

8 

19 

4 

85 

4 

331  |  63 

i 

_ .  _ 
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Requests  were  received  from  shopkeepers  for  examin¬ 
ation  of  the  following  foodstuffs  which  were  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  were  removed  for  destruction. 


Tinned  Ham 

Processed  Meats 

Ham 

Tongue 

Bacon 

Sausage 

Beef 

Corned  Beef 

Meat  Pies 

Fish  Cakes 

Fish  Paste 

Crawfish 

Crab 

Pilchards 

Cheese 

Butter 

Margarine 

Milk  and  Cream 

Skim  Milk  Powder 

Tomatoes 

Peas 

Beans 

Plums 

Oranges 

Peaches 

Pineapples 

Gooseberries 

Strawberries 

Blackberries 

Cranberries 

Raspberries 

Bananas 

Pears 

Soup 

Prunes 

Ground  Rice 

Tapioca 

Flour 

Sponge  Rolls 

Cake 

Bread 

Sponge  Pudding 
Pickles 


169  lbs. 
12  tins 
lbs. 
24J  lbs. 
80  lbs. 
36  lbs. 
24  lbs. 
24  lbs. 
14 
25 


1  jar 
1  tin 
1  tin 
1  tin 
69i  lbs. 
17J  lbs. 

i  lb. 

13  tins 
78  lbs. 
16  tins 

8  tins 
1  tin 

14  tins 

3  tins 
1  tin 

4  tins 
2  tins 

1  tin 
1  tin 

2  tins 
1  tin 
1  tin 

4  tins 
1  tin 

i  lb. 
1  \  lbs. 
1  lb. 

3  lbs. 

17 

42  lbs. 
1 1  loaves 
44 


5  jars 
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The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  come  into 
operation  in  1956  are  likely  to  involve  a  good  deal  of  work  in 
their  implementation.  So  far  as  we  can  ascertain  the  food 
trade  in  general  seems  to  welcome  the  new  legislation  and  to 
be  anxious  to  co-operate  in  this  further  step  forward  to  improve 
the  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  the  country. 
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Taylors,  Printers,  Wombwell,  Yorks. 


